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Shotwell  Street  families  threatened  with  eviction  and  their  supporters  staged  a  lively  rally  on  24th  Street  Photo  by  Gary  Stenger 


Attempted  evictions  of  three 
families  draw  furious  response 

Landlord’s  businesses  are  picketed  and  boycotted 
by  Joe  Donohoe 


Mission  district  landlord  Jim 
Khorge  is  trying  to  evict  three 
Latino  families  from  their 
homes,  declaring  them  to  be  nuisances. 
The  eviction  attempt  has  enraged  neigh¬ 
bors,  friends  of  the  two  families  and  hun¬ 
dreds  of  Mission  District  residents  who 
have  taken  to  the  streets  in  an  ongoing 
series  of  spirited  actions. 

On  March  8th  more  than  a  hundred 
people  began  the  first  of  a  series  of 
protests  over  the  eviction  of  the  Marenco, 
Recinos  and  Baibarosa  families  from  868 
Shotwell.  Carrying  a  symbolic  potted  tree 
and  accompanied  by  guitar  players  they 
marched  down  Shotwell  to  the  comer  of 
24th  and  Folsom  where  a  petition  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  Dan  Khoige  at  P&S  Liquors. 

The  liquor  store  is  owned  by  Dan’s 
brother,  Jim  Khoige,  the  principal  owner 
of  868  Shotwell.  Diana  Marenco,  age  8, 
and  Jocelyn  Recinos,  age  10,  presented  the 
petition,  which  asked  that  Khorge  not  pro¬ 
ceed  with  the  eviction  of  the  families  that 
have  lived  at  the  location  for  eleven  years. 
Speeches  were  made  in  Spanish  and 
English  and  the  tree  was  presented  to  Dan 
Khoige  as  a  symbolic  statement  that  the 
families  did  not  wish  to  be  uprooted. 

Ongoing  protests 

Demonstrators  returned  in  even  greater 
numbers  on  March  17.  About  150  strong 


and  lead  by  the  percussion  group  Loco 
Bloco,  they  again  proceeded  from  868 
Shotwell  to  24th  Street  where  they  held 
boisterous  rallies  in  front  of  Khorge ’s 
liquor  store  and  check  cashing  business  at 
24th  and  Shotwell,  as  well  the  24th  Street 
law  offices  of  Khoige  attorney  Donald 
Bloom. 

Supervisor  Tom  Ammiano  joined  the 
protest  and  spoke  in  support  of  the  tenants. 

“  My  late  partner  taught  at  Cesar  Chavez 
School  [located  on  the  800  block  of 
Shotwell]  and  he  would  be  appalled  if  he 
knew  what  was  happening,”  Ammiano 
said.  (Ammiano  subsequently  received  a 
bullying  letter  from  Bloom  which  did  not 
deter  the  supervisor  from  staying  involved. 
“Things  like  that  just  make  things  worse,” 
Ammiano  said.) 

In  the  interest  of  “hitting  Jim  Khoige  in 
the  pocket  book,”  his  businesses  are  being 
picketed  every  Wednesday  and  boycotted. 

The  tenants  have  also  raised  the  issue 
of  racial  discrimination,  claiming  their 
landlord  has  a  history  of  evicting  Latin 
American  renters  from  his  properties  and 
they  have  taken  the  matter  to  the  city’s 
Human  Rights  Commission.  Donald 
Bloom  argues  this  accusation  has  no 
grounds,  that  anyone  Jim  Khorge  has 
evicted  has  been  evicted  for  good  reason 
and  that  his  client’s  grounds  for  eviction 
are  completely  legitimate. 


Tlie  bad  neighbor  policy 

The  protests  directed  at  Khorge  follow 
months  of  disputes  between  the  Latino 
families  who  live  at  868  Shotwell  and  their 
neighbor  Robin  Wolfe  who  moved  in  next 
door  at  862  Shotwell  a  little  under  a  year 
ago  after  buying  the  property  in  1999  for 
$535,000.. 

According  to  Roger  Marenco  the  most 
outspoken  of  the  868  Shotwell  tenants, 
Wolfe  was  standoffish  from  the  time  she 
first  moved  in  “I  was  holding  a  barbecue 


Opinion  by  Victor  Miller 

When  a  recent  meeting  between 
Supervisor  Chris  Daly  and 
Mayor  Willie  Brown  degenerat¬ 
ed  into  primate  posturing  and  an  angry 
exchange  of  four-letter  words,  the  ensuing 
media  feeding-frenzy  burned  up  the  air¬ 
ways  and  pumped  up  the  pomposity  level 
of  all  the  usual  pundits.  Mainstream  jour¬ 
nalists  and  those  who  spend  their  spare 
time  politicking  were  in  hog  heaven 

The  latest  incident  saw  the  two  antag¬ 
onists  getting  literally  in  each  other’s 
faces — an  inch  or  so  apart — and  being  sep¬ 
arated  by  third  parties.  In  a  similar  incident 
two  years  ago  when  Brown  was  on  a  cam¬ 
paign  walk  down  Valencia,  a  shouting 
match  ensued  that  ended  up  with  Brown 
threatening  to  punch  Daly  out,  and  the 
future  Supervisor  being  hustled  away  by 
the  mayor’s  body  guards.  Daly  admits  he 
heckled  Brown  from  the  audience  at  a 
Delancey  Street  function  last  year.  Brown 


to  celebrate  graduation  from  high  school 
and  having  friends  over.  It  was  during  the 
afternoon.  I  invited  her  over  to  have  a 
burger  and  it  seemed  cool,  but  then  she 
called  the  cops  on  us  a  half  hour  later.” 
Marenco  said  that  Wolfe  has  called  the 
cops  on  her  neighbors  at  least  17  times 
since  November  and  that  the  cause  of  the 
complaint  has  always  been  “noise  and  nui¬ 
sance.” 


characterizes  Daly’s  behavior  at  the  event 
as  “rabid.” 

In  a  truly  Wagnerian  overstatement. 
Brown  made  vague  comparisons  between 
the  most  recent  incident  with  Daly  and 
Dan  White’s  assassination  of  Harvey  Milk 
and  George  Moscone.This  naturally  elicit¬ 
ed  an  equally  histrionic  response  from 
Daly  supporters.  Were  the  City  not  facing 
a  grave  housing  crisis,  a  chilling  power 
crisis,  and  the  uncertain  aftermath  of  the 
dotconomy  collapse,  all  this  would  be 
nothing  more  than  one  of  the  periodic 
entertainments  provided  us  by  our  elected 
officials. 

Unfortunately,  the  Daly /Brown  clash 
is  indicative  of  the  polarization  in  our  now 
more  than  ever  dysfunctional  city  govern¬ 
ment  For  his  part,  the  mayor  has  stated 
very  clearly,  “The  current  board,  as  it 
relates  to  two  or  three  of  its  members, 
believes  it  has  a  mandate  to  destroy  the 
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Together  we  can  make  a  difference. 

Juntos  podemos  hacer  la  diferencia. 

- ■  — — - 


New  Store  Hours:  9am-9pm  EVERYDAY 

Rainbow  will  be  closed  Tuesday  May  1st  in  honor  of 


International  Workers’  Day 


. 


1745  Folsom  Street  •  San  Francisco  •  CA  94103 
41  5.863.0620  www.rainbowgrocery.org 


Rainbow  Grocery 
Cooperative  Events 

"Osteoporosis  Prevention 
&  Treatment." 
Presented  by  Kiki  Powers 
Lecture  &  Screening. 
Friday  May  4th 
Call  for  more  info. 
415.863.0620. 


Apoya  a  la  agricultura 
sostenible;  come  productos 
naturales.  Compra  productos 
naturales  de  limpieza. 
Conserva  energia  y  agua. 
Reduce,  reusa,  y  recicla. 
Planta  arboles.  Compostea. 
Compra  productos  de  Fair  Trade 
Usa  menos  tu  carro. 


Support  sustainable  agriculture; 
eat  organic.  Buy  ecological 
cleaning  products. 
Conserve  energy  &  water. 

,  reuse  &  recycle. 
Plant  trees.  Compost. 

Buy  Fair  Trade  Products. 
Walk  &  bicycle. 


Juntos  podemos 
hacer  con  cada  dia 
'El  Dia  de  la  Tierra ' 
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Phoebe  Vernier  and  her  sons  Ruben  and  Tino.  Photo  by  Gary  Stenger 


To  the 
Egress 


My  name  is  Phoebe  Vernier.  I  am 
an  artist  and  a  single  mother  of 
my  two  sons,  Tino  and  Ruben. 
We  are  being  Ellis  Act  evicted:  our  home 
of  13  years  on  Abbey  Street  is  being  taken 
off  the  rental  market.  I  am  grateful  that  I 
have  the  opportunity  to  share  with  you  the 
story  of  my  family.  But  it’s  not  just  my 
family,  but  the  other  tenants  in  our  build¬ 
ing,  the  neighbors  across  the  street  and 
tenants  in  two  other  buildings  across  town, 
over  20  people  in  all  that  are  being  evicted 
by  our  common  landlord,  Mr.  John  Wai, 
and  his  lawyer,  Ellis  Act  specialist  Saul 
Ferster. 

In  a  world  of  unethical  and  unregulat¬ 
ed  overdevelopment  created  by  real  estate 
speculators  and  their  insatiable  lust  for 
profits,  this  could  be  your  story  too.  This 
system  is  changing  the  very  face  and  fab¬ 
ric  of  the  most  beautiful  city  in  America  - 
San  Francisco,  the  city  that  my  children 
and  I  love. 

I  moved  here  in  1969  to  the  Haight 
Ashbury  with  my  Bohemian  dancer  moth¬ 
er,  Maritsa.  My  little  sister,  Rama,  was 
bom  in  the  Summer  of  Love,  and  I  was  a 
Hippie  Child.  I  remember  vividly  Love- 
Ins,  drumming,  dancing,  and  the  smell  of 
incense  at  the  Golden  Gate  Park. 

I  left  to  live  for  ten  years  with  my 
father.  I  returned  in  1982  to  the  Haight.  I 
was  a  bicycle  messenger,  a  waitress,  and  I 
began  my  study  of  the  Art  of  Flamenco 
Dance.  I  went  to  Spain  and  Naples,  Italy, 
to  get  in  touch  with  my  roots  and  study 
Dance. 

I  moved  to  “  El  Barrio  de  La 
Mission,”  the  Mission  District,  and  fell  in 
love  with  the  rich  culture,  music,  food,  and 
people  that  live  here.  My  two  sons,  ages  10 
and  13,  were  bom  and  raised  in  the  lovely 
shadow  of  the  towers  of  Mission  Dolores 
Church  where  they  are  going  to  be  bap¬ 
tized  and  receive  their  first  Holy 
Communion  this  Easter.  They  played  in 
the  small  green  patch  of  earth  and  trees  of 
our  garden,  which  I  call  “my  farm,”  and 
where  I  have  cultivated  organic  vegetables 
and  flowers. 

My  sons  have  gone  to  Mission 
District  Schools  where  they  are  active  in 
sports  and  are  on  the  Honor  Roll.  Their 
father,  Pastor,  lives  10  minutes  away. 
They  visit  him  and  their  abuela  at  their 
home  on  23rd  and  Mission  every  weekend. 
They  love  their  father  and  cherish  their 
time  with  him. 

I  have  realized  my  dream  of  becoming 
a  professional  Flamenco  dancer  and  have 
performed  in  large  concerts  and  small 
venues  throughout  the  Bay  Area.  I  have 
taught  free  Flamenco  dance  classes  at  the 
Boys  and  Girls  Club  on  Guerrero  Street, 
where  my  sons  go  every  day  after  school. 

Two  years  ago  I  took  advantage  of  the 
city’s  “Welfare  To  Work  Program”  and  I 
am  currently  a  manager  and  supervisor  at  a 
fabulous  interior  plantscape  company 
called  Living  Green.  I  ride  my  bike  to 
work  every  day,  beeline  home  to  get  the 
boys  at  the  Club,  and  walk  home  in  5  min¬ 
utes  to  make  dinner  and  help  with  home¬ 
work.  For  the  first  time  in  many  years  I 
have  just  begun  to  save  money  in  the  bank. 
A  true  success  story,  wouldn’t  you  say? 
Now,  most  of  my  savings  will  be  spent  on 
lawyer’s  fees  to  fight  this  eviction. 


Supervisor  Chris  Daly  has  now  intro¬ 
duced  legislation  that  would  prevent  land¬ 
lords  like  Wai  from  abusing  the  Ellis  Act 
to  evict  tenants  and  sell  the  units  as 
Tenancies  in  Common  [TICs].  Those  dis¬ 
placed  by  TICs  are  usually  forced  from  the 
City.  Most  of  them  are  low-income  fami¬ 
lies  like  mine  that  have  lived  in  their 
homes  under  rent  control  for  a  long  time 
and  are  not  making  their  landlord  as  much 
money  as  he  or  she  would  like.  Currently 
there  is  litde  or  no  defense  for  these  fami¬ 
lies,  seniors,  or  the  disabled. 

The  City’s  Condo  Conversion 
Ordinance  limits  conversion  of  rental 
property  to  just  200  units  a  year.  Seniors 
cannot  be  evicted  for  condo  conversions; 
all  tenants  have  the  right  of  first  refusal  to 
buy  their  apartments,  and  all  others  get 
relocation  benefits  and  one  year’s  notice. 
Real  estate  speculators  are  using  the  Ellis 
Act  and  TICs  to  get  around  the  condo  con¬ 
version  limit.  Daly’s  legislation  defines 
TIC’s  as  condo  conversions  and  subject  to 
the  annual  cap.  If  enacted,  evictions  will 
be  simply  and  justly  regulated. 

Our  eviction  date  is  May  17th;  my 
children  won’t  even  be  finished  with  their 
school  year.  This  legislation  is  being 
voted  on  by  the  board  of  supervisors  on 
April  12.  If  it  passes,  and  it  doesn’t  take 
too  long  to  be  implemented,  our  eviction 
could  very  likely  be  halted.  For  us  it  may 
be  a  blessing  from  above  just  in  the  nick  of 
time. 


Healthy  development  is  good  for  our 
city’s  economy.  Exploitation  for  the  profit 
of  a  select  few  is  devastating,  and  robs  our 
city  of  its  diversity,  soul,  and  creative  ener¬ 
gy.  Please  take  five  minutes  and  call 
Supervisor  Mark  Leno,  and  let  him  know 
that  you  are  counting  on  his  vote  in  sup¬ 
port  of  this  legislatioa  His  is  the  critical 


swing  vote  needed  to  override  a  veto  by 
Mayor  Willie  Brown. 

Take  your  lunch  to  the  steps  of  City 
Half  at  noon,  April  12th  and  join  the  tally 
in  support  of  this  legislature  as  the 
Supervisors  vote.  You  can  make  a  differ¬ 
ence! 


WOW  IT’S  WEDNESDAY 
SPECIAL 

PIZZAS  HALF  PRICE  EVERY 
WEDNESDAY  WITH  THIS  AD. 
PICK  UP  ONLY 


CABLE  CAR  PIZZA 

OPEN/ DAILY 
11AM  til  3AM 


j.  2  MEDIUM  j  [CHICKEN  RISOTTO 

PIZZAS  *  •  DICED  CHICKEN  WITH 
!  \T°PPlNe  EACH  !  IoSIT^Sce 
I 


95 


,  $159S  i !  *6 

k  .  0NLY  J  DELIVERY  OR  POWJP  ONLY  ^ 


535  Valencia  431-8880 

@  16th  Street  Fax:  431-9018 
Lunch  Deliveries  •  Office  Parties 
"We  Cater  to  Downtown  Businesses" 


HOUSE  SPECIAL  PIZZAS 


1.  CABLE  CAR  (COMBO)  ’ 

SMALL 

MEDIUM 

LARGE 

StJtmu.  Ptpfxnm.  Stump.  Mutkr—m.  Bdl  hftrr.  Onmm 

11.95 

15.75 

18.75 

2*  DOLORES  PARK  (VEG) 

Mmhmm  (bum,  hut  Tmmrnn.  Mhfpn.  SUrt  Oina.  Cmbt 

12  JO 

L, 

15*20 

19-25 

3.  FISHERMAN  S  WHARF  (SEAFOOD) 

Shrimp.  CUm.  Gdrlu  . 

11.35 

13.65 

15.85 

4.  NOB  HILL  (CHICKEN) 

Chiehn,  Mtahr—mi.  Sum  Drmd  Ttmtmti.  Ommm 

11.75 

15.75 

17J5 

5.  MISSION  BELL  (MEXICAN) 

J  Bttf.  Onmm,  hnk  Tumama.  Bitch  Oitun.  JuUpchm 

\3.45 

16.75 

18.65 

6.  PACIFIC  HEIGHTS  CALL  MEAD 

Cardan  Aam.  t SMam 

13.30 

16.85 

19.99 

7.  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Arttebuk*  Hturtt.  Fruh  Ttmttoa.  Ctrbc.  Stump 

10.85 

13.^5 

12.90 

17.10 

8.  HAWAIIAN  SPECIAL 

Ctmtditn  Bucun,  Pmetppk 

9.95 

14.10 

9.  ATHENS  BY  NIGHT  (GREEK) 
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12.10i 

14.75 

1/.10 

10.  VALENCIA  SPECIAL 

Amehtht  Httm.  Smm-Dntd  Ttmmua  Curat  Burt  Ofim.  Zutdmm 

11.85 

13.85 

15.85 

PIZZAS 

PLAIN  CHEESE 

7.95 

9.95 

12.05' 

1  TOPPING 

8.75 

11.15 

13J5 

2  TOPPINGS 

9.85 

12.35 

14.80  . 

3  TOPPINGS 

10.55 

13.55 

16.25 

EACH  ADDITIONAL  TOPPING 

.70 

1.00 

1.40 

TOPPINGS 

Salami  •  Pepperoni  •  Sausage  •  Ground  Beef  •  Ham  •  Canadian  Bacon 
Olives*  Garlic  -Zucchini  ■  Fresh  Spinach  •  Fresh  Tomato  *Onion  *  Pesto 
Baby  Clams*  Chicken -Anchovies*  Shrimp*  Feta  Ch«ae-BelJ  Peppers 
Muih  room  .Roasted  Red  Bell  Peppers  -Jalapefto .  Pineapple  •  Artichoke 

PASTA 


ENTREES 


APPETIZERS 

SALADS 

RISOTTO 


SPAGHETTI  BOLOGNESE 
CHEESE  RAVIOLI 
RAVIOLI  MEATSAUCE 
ANGEL-HAIR  POMORODE 
FETTUCONI  ALFREDO 
FETTUCCIN1  PESTO 
FRUTO  DI  MARE 
CHICKEN  FETTUCCINl 
USAGNA  BOLOGNESE 
VEGETARIAN  LASAGNA 
LTNGUIN1  CLAMS 
STUFFED  MANICOTTI 
TOKTEli.INI  FLORENTTN1 . 

RED  SNAPPER 
GRILLED  SALMON 
PRAWNS  SAUTE 
FRIED  PRAWNS 
CHICKEN  MARSALA 
CHICKEN  PARM1G1ANA 
CHICKEN  P1CATA 
MARINATED  GRILLED  CHICKEN 
CHICKEN  SCALOBPINI 
PEPPERCORN  STEAK 
NEW  YORK  STEAK 

MOZZARELLA  STICKS 
BUFFALO  WINGS 
FRIED  CALAMARI 
GARLIC  BREAD 

CAESAR  SALAD 
HOUSE  SALAD 

GRILLED  CHICKEN  CAESAR  SALAD 
SHRIMP  SALAD 


CHICKEN  WSOTTO 


awa, 

RISOTTO  DI  FRESCO 

Fmk  •t/mUu’m  tfrmtmt  mm  md  tin 

RISOTTO  DECARNE 

nift  md  mJhmmm,  aa  &  hah  m  net 

SEAFOOD  RISOTTO 


mdhahmim 


7.75 

8.65 
8.95  * 

7.65 

8.75 
8.75 

10.65 
b.85  - 

8.95 

8.75 

9.95 

8.85 

9.65 

•  8 
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10.25 

11.25 

9.85 

9.75  • 

9.95 
10.95 

8.25 

10.95 

12.50 
11.95* 

4.50 

4.85 

6.25 
2.25 

595 

3.75 

6.75 
•  «5 

8.20 

7.50 
8.20 
8J5; 


4  APRIL  2001 


New  Mission  News 


Evictions 


Continued  from  page  1 


Marenco  also  stated  that  Wolfe  “acted 
like  she  was  living  in  a  fortress.”  A  fence 
was  built  separating  the  two  properties, 
security  cameras  were  installed  in  the  win- 
dows  of  862  and  a  bright  halogen  light  w  as 
trained  on  the  space  betw  een  the  tw  o  hous¬ 
es.  Concerning  the  last  item,  Marenco  filed 
a  complaint  with  the  Department  of 
Building  Inspection  in  February.  As  it 
turned  out  the  light,  which  burned  all 
night,  had  been  installed  without  a  permit 
Ms.  Wolfe  was  fined  $675.30. 

Jocelyn  Recinos,  who  sometimes 
played  with  her  friends  on  Wolfe’s  stoop, 
told  New  Mission  News  they  were  threat¬ 
ened  by  Wolfe.  “She  told  us  to  get  off  her 
property  or  she’d  get  a  dog  to  come  and 
bite  us,”  Recinos  said. 

Dejavu 

All  this  might  seem  like  a  petty'  dispute 
between  two  neighbors  who  just  can’t 
seem  to  get  along  if  it  weren’t  for  the  big¬ 
ger  patterns  involved  and  it  opens  some 
not-so-old  wounds.  For  two  years  New 
Ramize  Flowers,  a  Latino-owned  and 
operated  business  also  located  on  the  800 
block  of  Shotwell  Street,  was  the  target  of 
dozens  of  complaints  by  a  single  neighbor 
to  the  police  and  numerous  city  agencies. 
It  took  a  yearlong  grass  roots  organizing 
drive  by  neighbors  and  community  groups 
to  save  the  business.  Correctly  or  not, 
many  see  the  New  Ramize  Flowers  and 
868  Shotwell  controversies  as  examples  of 
the  same  thing,:  one  person  manipulating 
the  legal  system  to  the  detriment  of  a 
Latino  family,  while  the  voices  of  every¬ 
one  else  in  the  community  go  unheard. 

According  to  Donald  Bloom,  the 
families  at  868  Shotwell  have  been  the 
subject  of  numerous  complaints  to  police 
by  many  of  their  neighbors.  None  of  the 
people  who  spoke  with  the  New  Mission 
News  -  the  Shotwell  neighbors  and  faculty 
of  Cesar  Chavez  -  said  that  they  had  prob¬ 
lems  with  the  Marencos,  Barbarosas  or 
Recinos.  According  to  Roger  Marenco, 
Robin  Wolfe  has  been  the  only  neighbor  to 
make  complaints  to  the  police. 

When  the  families  at  868  Shotwell 
received  eviction  notices,  the  grounds  for 
the  eviction  were  that  they  were  creating  a 
nuisance,  damaging  property  and  creating 
waste  on  the  premises. 

This  was  not  the  first  time  that  the 
landlord  had  threatened  the  current  resi¬ 
dents  with  eviction.  One  complaint  was 
made  against  Rosamaria  Barbarosa  when  a 
dog  was  found  in  her  back  yard.  She 
received  a  three-day  notice  because  her 
rental  agreement  specified  “no  dogs.”  The 
matter  was  settled  and  dismissed. 

Another  case  was  brought  against 
Oscar  Oveido  who  was  delinquent  in  his 


rent  for  two  months.  Oveido  argued  that 
Khorge  “breached  warranty  to  provide 
habitable  premises”  in  answer  to  the  com¬ 
plaint,  citing  cockroach  infestation  and 
dangerous  stairs.  The  matter  was  settled  in 
the  landlord’s  favor. 

There  have  been  eleven  eviction  cases 
fried  by  Khorge  since  1997.  The  majority 
of  the  defendants  have  Spanish  surnames. 
Since  Khorge  lives  in  and  does  business  in 
the  Mission  that  doesn’t  indicate  much 
more  than  that  he’s  inclined  to  litigation, 
but  some  people  don’t  see  it  that  way. 

Hie  discrimination  issue 

Roger  Marenco  believes  that  it  was  Robin 
Wolfe  who  persuaded  Jim  Khorge  to  evict 
his  family.  Supporters  of  the  families  have 
argued  that  both  Wolfe  and  Khorge  are 
practicing  racial  discrimination  against 
Latinos.  Opinions  of  those  who  spoke  to 
the  New  Mission  News  were  weighed 
against  Wolfe  and  Khorge.  Charles 
Williams,  who  was  playing  football  with 
some  of  the  neighborhood  kids,  said, 
“She’s  the  only  person  who  doesn’t  get 
along  around  here.  When  I  moved  here  I 
had  to  adapt  to  the  neighborhood;  we  all 
did,  but  she  acts  like  the  neighborhood  is 
supposed  to  adapt  to  her.  She  wants  to  be  a 
hermit.” 

Another  woman  living  on  the  800  block  of 
Shotwell  said,  “She  never  tried  to  bring 
any  problems  she  had  to  any  of  the  adults 
Or  the  parents,  she  would  just  yell  at  the 
childrea”  Calls  to  Robin  Wolfe’s  attorney 
were  not  returned. 

Bloom  said  accusations  that  Jim 
Khorge  is  practicing  racial  discrimination 
against  Latinos  were  ridiculous.  “The 
Khorge  family  has  owned  their  store  for  50 
years.  Jim’s  father  is  a  full-blooded  Arab 
and  his  wife  is  an  East  Indian.  How  could 
he  be  racist?  He  has  no  agenda  against 
Hispanics.  These  families  are  propagating 
stereotypes  and  using  public  intimidation 
tactics  to  make  people  support  them 
against  a  lawful  eviction.”  He  said  he  was 
holding  off  filing  an  unlawful  detainer 
action  in  court  to  give  the  families  ade¬ 
quate  time  to  “make  arrangements”  other 
than  pursuing  litigation  and  to  review  the 
validity  of  such  an  action. 

Supporters  of  the  families  are  organiz¬ 
ing  a  block  party  on  the  800  block  of 
Shotwell  beginning  at  noon  on  April  21st 
to  draw  attention  to  the  current  situation. 
The  party  will  include  the  Aztec  Dancers 
and  other  performers  as  well  as  political 
speakers. 
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Roger  Marenco  (far  left)  and  some  of  the  tenants  being  evicted  from  868  Shotwell  Photo  by 


Aqui  Estamos 


Gary  Stenger 


by  Roger  Marenco 

My  name  is  Roger  Kenny 
Marenco.  My  family  and  I  have 
been  living  in  the  Mission 
District  for  the  past  ten  years.  My  younger 
siblings  and  I  have  grown  up  in  the  build¬ 
ing  which  we  live  in  right  now,  along  with 
our  nextdoor  neighbor  Anaya  Oralia  and 
her  grandchildren.  The  entire  neighbor¬ 
hood  knows  who  we  are.  We  have  never 
had  a  problem  with  anyone  about  any¬ 
thing.  We  have  been  good  neighbors  to 
everyone  just  like  they  have  been  good 
neighbors  to  us. 

Just  on  our  block  alone  there  have 
been  five  other  evictions.  On  top  of  all  of 
these  evictions,  discrimination  against 
minorities,  and  other  problems,  we  can’t 
forget  the  great  deal  of  crying,  pain,  anger, 


and  stress  that  Carmen  Ramirez  has  suf¬ 
fered  throughout  all  of  these  years  because 
one  man  tried  to  close  down  her  small 
business  of  selling  flowers  to  the  commu¬ 
nity. 

Eviction,  discrimination,  and  gentrifi- 
cation  are  happening  all  over  the  Mission 
District.  No  one  wants  to  stand  up  and 
have  his  or  her  voice  heard  because  of 
what  the  consequences  might  turn  out  to 
be.  But  if  we  don’t  have  our  voices  heard, 
we  will  be  told  how  to  live  and  what  not  to 
do  with  our  lives. 

With  the  help  of  organizations  such  as 
Saint  Peter’s  Housing  Committee,  La  Raza 
Centro  Legal,  and  the  Mission  Anti- 
Displacement  Coalition,  we  can  make  a 
difference.  We  will  make  a  difference  and 
our  voices  will  be  heard,  not  tomorrow  but 
today! 


Sideshow 


Continued  from  page  1 


mayor’s  operation  and  the  mayor’s  office 
and  they  are  dedicated  to  that.”  The  voters 
chose  the  supervisors  they  did  because  the 
mayor’s  development  policies  were  per¬ 
ceived  as  destroying  the  City.  That’s  a  fact 
disputed  only  by  the  mayor  and  his  faithful 
few.  But  Brown  sees  the  supervisors’  uni¬ 
fied  determination  to  do  what  they  were 
elected  to  do  as  a  personal  attack  on  him¬ 
self  and  his  office;  in  this  mode  of  egocen¬ 
tric  thinking,  the  angry  words  of  one 
supervisor  are  viewed  as  a  physical  threat. 
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In  terms  of  practical  politics,  the  Daly/ 
Brown  feud  comes  at  a  time  when  the 
supervisors  have  a  veto-proof  majority  and 
the  mayor  is  facing  an  extended  period  of 
lame-duckiness  and  irrelevance.  The 
administration  has  probed  that  majority  for 
weak  points  here  and  there,  trying  to  peel 
of  Sophie  Maxwell’s  vote  on  the  loft  issue 
and  sending  in  the  bureaucrats  and  shock 
troops  to  block  Matt  Gonzalez  in  his 
efforts  to  reform  the  less-than-pristine 
Housing  Authority.  The  Daly 
Demonization  has  been  the  most  creative 
of  these  efforts  to  date,  but  unless  some¬ 
body  throws  an  actual  punch,  it  will  run 
out  steam  soon. 

Meanwhile,  reality  continues  for  all 
the  regular;  not  so  colorful  or  newsworthy 
folks  who  are  who  being  evicted  from  their 
homes — no  longer  in  ones  or  twos,  but  by 
the  dozens.  The  crisis  in  their  lives  has  lit¬ 
tle  to  do  with  the  incivility  in  government 
which  the  editorial  writers  of  Chronicle 
find  so  distressing,  but  it  has  evervthing  to 
do  with  the  incivility  of  thousands  of  peo¬ 
ple  being  driven  from  the  City.  As  the 
opportunity  to  cash  in  on  the  housing  mar¬ 
ket  fades,  the  most  extreme  efforts  are 
being  made  to  squeeze  out  the  last  few 
pennies  of  profit  The  abuses  of  this  death- 
rattle  avarice  have  created  a  groundswell 
of  rage  and  resentment.  Which  is  what 
should  be  at  the  center  stage  of  public  con¬ 
cern,  rather  than  some  naughty  words 
between  officeholders,  a  sideshow  at  best. 
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Rent  hikes  may  oust  1 00  tenants 

Increases  of  10  to  60%  made  on  uncontrolled  apartments 


by  Victor  Miller 

The  tech  boom  may  have  gone  bust 
but  the  Bay  Area  housing  crisis 
rages  on,  especially  for  those  with¬ 
out  the  protection  of  rent  control. 

Tenants  at  three  Mission  District 
apartment  buildings  are  protesting  rent 
hikes  of  10  to  60  %.  The  buildings  at  1917 
Mission  Street,  1933  Mission  Street  and 
1321  Natoma  Street,  were  built  after  1979 
and  therefore  are  not  covered  under  San 
Francisco’s  rent  control  laws.  Nearly  all 
the  tenants  are  working  class  Latinos  and 
nearly  one-third  are  children.  Many  moved 
in  after  a  1996  Immigration  raid  cleared 
out  the  building.  According  to  St  Peter’s, 
the  landlord  provided  keys  to  individual 
apartments  the  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  officials  to  facilitate  the 
raid. 

With  the  help  of  Saint  Peter’s  Housing 
Committee  they  have  formed  a  tenants’ 
union  and  tried  to  open  negotiations  with 
landlord  Edward  Breyberg,  so  far  without 
success.  A  March  28  rally  by  tenants  and 
their  supporters  in  front  of  landlord 
Edward  of  Breyburg's  offices  at  1933 
Mission  has  so  far  failed  to  turn  things 
around.  “Tenants  have  paid  the  first  month 
of  the  increase  but  this  has  meant  not  buy¬ 
ing  any  new  clothing  for  their  kids  and  eat¬ 
ing  beans  for  dinner  instead  of  meat,”  said 
Maria  Poblet  of  Saint  Peter’s. 

Poblet  said  the  rent  increases  are  in 
fact  evictions,  since  eventually  most  of  the 
tenants  will  be  forced  to  move.  In  San 
Francisco’s  tight  housing  market  this  has 
often  meant  leaving  the  city  and/or  break¬ 
ing  up  the  family.  The  three  buildings  have 
a  total  of  34  units,  most  of  them  occupied 
by  families  with  children.  If  the  rent  raises 
stand,  as  many  as  150  people  could  be  dis¬ 
placed  within  the  next  year. 

And  it’s  not  as  if  this  is  in  an  up-and- 
coming  area  undergoing  gentrification 
The  two  Mission  Street  buildings,  located 
between  15th  and  16th,  are  in  the  notori¬ 
ous  414  police  crime-reporting  plot,  a 
four-block  area  centered  at  16th  and 
Mission.  (The  Natoma  Street  building  is 
just  on  the  border).  Since  the  mid  80’s  this 
has  consistently  been  one  of  the  highest 
crime  areas  in  the  city. 

In  fact,  building  security  has  been  a 
major  issue  with  tenants.  According  to 
Poblet,  there  have  been  two  recent  mug¬ 
gings  in  the  parking  lot  and  drunks  and 
drug  users  have  been  able  to  gain  access  to 
the  building’s  hallways. 

In  a  February  1  letter  sent  by  tenants 
to  Breyberg  they  argued  that  the  increases 
were  not  only  extremely  high  but  also 
occurred  at  time  when  the  buildings  were 


not  even  in  good  repair.  They  requested 
that  Breyberg  “take  measures  to  address 
the  security  problems  in  the  building,” 
pointing  out,  “In  some  cases  there  are  no 
fire  extinguishers  in  the  building;  in  others 
there  are  lights  that  are  out  of  order,  creat¬ 
ing  a  real  danger  to  one’s  safety.”  The  ten¬ 
ants  also  requested  rents  be  raised  no  more 
than  once  a  year  and  by  a  reasonable 
amount. 

The  de  facto  evictions  that  threaten 
these  tenants  are  indicative  of  a  tidal  wave 
of  greed-motivated  displacement  of  poor 
and  working-class  tenants  throughout  the 
city  that  has  caused  a  radical  shift  in  focus 
of  tenant-advocacy  organizations  such  as 
St.  Peter’s.  “  We  used  to  see  50%  habit¬ 
ability  [repair]  cases,  50%  eviction  cases. 
Now  80%  of  the  cases  we  deal  with  are 
evictions,”  Poblet  said. 

Both  Breyburg  and  his  attorney 
declined  to  comment  publicly  on  the  rent 
hikes,  the  condition  of  the  buildings  or  the 
tenants’  request  for  a  meeting. 

Tenants  are  urging  people  to  call 
Edward  Breyburg  at  621-4571  ext.  102  and 
ask  that  the  rent  increases  be  rescinded. 
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would  you  buy  fish 
from  just  anybody? 

Probably  not...especially  after  you  visit 
Mission  Market  Fish  &  Poultry. 

Family  owned  and  operated  in  the  Mission  District  for  22  years, 

Bob  still  buys  fresh  local  fish  early  each  morning.  We  cook  fresh 
crab  right  on  the  premises,  and  are  happy  to  clean,  crack, 
butterfly,  slice,  or  fillet  your  selections  just  the  way  you  like  them. 
And  don't  forget  to  check  out 
our  wide  selection  of 
cal^rown  poultry. 

2590  Mission  street 

San  Francisco  (415)  282-3331 

Inside  the  Mission  Market  Food  Mall  FISH  &  POULTRY 
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American  Classics 


Handmade,  solid 
hardwood  furniture 
from  our  workshop  in 
Maine. 


1026  Valencia  St. 
at  21st. 
415/826-2026 
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Death  by  Bureaucracy 


In  Memory  of  Roger  Chao  - 
Proprietor,  Magic  Donuts 

For  over  40  years,  the  comer  of  20th 
and  Mission  Streets  in  San 
Francisco  lias  been  a  hotbed  of  vice 
and  violent  crimes.  Prostitution,  gam¬ 
bling,  sales  of  stolen  property,  fights, 
shootings  and  gang  drug  turf  wars  have  all 
taken  place  in  and  around  this  busy  inter¬ 
section. 

About  six  years  ago,  a  young  couple 
w  ho  in  their  youth  had  escaped  the  horrors 
of  Pol  Pot’s  Cambodian  Holocaust  took 
over  the  lease  of  Magic  Donuts  (formerly 
Hunt’s  Donuts).  Lin  and  Roger  Chao  and 
their  family  have  experience  in  the  food 
service  business  and  share  in  the  running 
of  the  shop.  The  shop  is  open  24  hours  a 
day,  7  days  a  week.  Last  month,  Roger 
met  a  tragic  early  death. 

Lin  and  Roger  are  another  example  of 
the  American  Dream  -  work  hard,  open  a 
small  family  business,  and  serve  cus¬ 
tomers. 

In  the  last  few  years  some  people  in 
City  Hall  decided  that  businesses  located 
in  neighborhoods  with  high  crime  rates 
have  the  responsibility  to  reduce  that 
crime.  Magic  Donuts,  along  with  a  num¬ 
ber  of  other  small  merchants,  became  a 
target  of  the  City  Attorney’s  goal  of 
extracting  large  civil  penalties  from  these 
businesses.  Small  merchants  have  been 
forced  to  pay  thousands  of  dollars  in  legal 
fees  and  city  fines,  and  have  further  been 
forced  to  comply  with  a  long  list  of  bur¬ 
densome  and  expensive  conditions  for 
remaining  in  business.  They  remain  in 
business  at  the  pleasure  of  the  city  by  tak¬ 
ing  on  the  role  of  policeman  as  well  as 
merchant. 

Yet  amazingly,  there  has  been  almost 
no  mainstream  press  coverage  of  this 
story.  The  Mission  District  reporters  for 
the  daily  papers  weren’t  interested  in  the 
story,  even  when  they  were  given  in-depth 
information,  including  names,  numbers 
and  court  documents.  “Investigation  is  too 
much  work,”  one  Chronicle  reporter  said. 
The  only  better-known  outlets  interested 
in  this  story  were  KSFO  radio  (560AM), 
and  the  SF  Weekly. 

In  the  beginning,  the  proprietors  of 
Magic  Donuts  met  with  the  San  Francisco 
Police  Department  to  ask  for  help  in  com¬ 
plying  with  certain  terms  of  their  “settle¬ 
ment”  The  department  official  hinted  at 
the  possibility  of  more  legal  actions 
against  Lin  and  Roger.  Informed  that  fur¬ 
ther  legal  action  could  put  them  out  of 
business,  the  official  response  was, 


Guest 

Opinion 


“They  should  have  thought  of  that  before 
they  took  on  the  task  of  having  a  business 
at  20th  and  Mission.” 


Under  that  type  of  stress,  Lin  and 
Roger  were  also  busy  raising  a  family 
while  they  ran  the  business;  they  have  four 
lovely  little  girls.  A  few  weeks  after  the 
meeting,  Roger  had  severe  shoulder  pain 
after  work.  He  sat  down  and  asked  one  of 
his  daughters  to  rub  his  shoulder  a  bit.  A 
few  moments  later,  his  daughter  ran  to 
Mommy  saying  something  was  terribly 
wrong  with  Daddy.  Roger  was  having  a 
heart  attack,  and  a  few  moments  later  he 
died  at  age  40.  Lin  is  now  a  widow  with 
four  little  girls. 

I  met  Lin  and  Roger  when  they  asked 
me  to  sign  a  petition  urging  the  city  to 
allow  them  to  remain  in  business.  Their 
three-year  struggle  to  remain  in  business 
left  Lin  and  Roger  very  drained  financial¬ 
ly,  having  paid  a  huge  chunk  of  their  earn¬ 
ings  to  the  city,  their  attorneys,  and  the 
salary  of  a  city-mandated  private  security 
guard  This  week,  I  asked  the  Mission 
Merchants  Association,  of  which  I  am  a 
member,  to  help  me  set  up  a  fund  to  help 
Lin  with  funeral  expenses  as  she  goes 
through  this  difficult  time.  I  hope  you  can 
help  with  a  donation.  Your  contribution  to 
the  fund  will  help  Lin  and  her  four  little 
girls  so  much  Donations  of  all  sizes  are 
welcome. 

Please  make  checks  payable  to:  “The  Chao 
Family  Trust” 

Please  mail  checks  to: 

Chao  Family  Trust 

c/o  Mission  Merchant’s  Association 

PO  Box  40280 

San  Francisco,  C A  94140-0280 

Thanks  to  the  wonderful  help  of  the 
Mission  Merchants  Association  and  Bay 
View  Bank,  I  was  able  to  get  through  the 
paperwork  to  set  up  this  fund. 

Ira  Victor,  Mission  District  Resident 

john_galt@apexmail.com 
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Pelosi  pushes  campaign  reform  at 
meeting  with  constituents 


By  Joanna  Mattson 

At  a  March  24th  meeting  with  our 
district’s  congresswoman,  Nancy 
Pelosi,  at  Everett  Middle  School, 
people  had  the  chance  to  voice  their  con¬ 
cerns  about  the  voting  system  and  electoral 
reform,  among  other  issues.  Pelosi’s  ini¬ 
tial  speech  explained  and  garnered  support 
for  the  new  Equal  Voting  Right  Act  of 
2001,  the  Democratic  Party’s  legislative 
response  to  the  2000  presidential  elections. 
She  also  presented  a  guest  speaker,  UC 
Berkeley  political  scientist  and  voting  sys¬ 
tem  analyst  Dr.  Bruce  Kane,  who  outlined 
the  flaws  in  our  current  voting  system. 
The  new  bill  calls  for  an  overhauling  of 
current  voting  technology  and  requests 
federal  funding  to  implement  the  changes. 
If  the  bill  fails  to  pass,  Pelosi  stated, 
“You’ll  have  the  right  to  say,  ‘Elected  offi¬ 
cials,  you’re  all  stupid!’” 

At  these  meetings,  people  have  the 
opportunity  to  line  up  at  a  microphone  and 
address  the  issue  at  hand  or  ask  questions. 
The  majority  of  people  who  stayed  on  the 
appointed  topic  of  electoral  reform  used 
the  opportunity  to  chastise  Bush  as  an 
“unadulterated  fraud,”  and  to  urge  the 
Democratic  Party  to  treat  him  as  such. 
More  than  once  the  nearly  half-filled  audi¬ 
torium  erupted  in  applause  at  the  assertion, 
“Gore  wore” 

One  man  asked  why  the  Florida  elec¬ 
tion  events  weren’t  being  investigated  by 
Democrats,  when  the  Republicans  investi¬ 


gated  every  detail  of  Clinton’s  sex-life. 
Another  offered  his  computer  software 
company  as  a  resource  in  changing  voting 
technology.  Others  urged  Pelosi  to  pursue 
a  constitutional  amendment  that  would 
abolish  the  Electoral  College,  and  a 
national  holiday  for  voting. 

The  issues  that  strayed  from  the  cho¬ 
sen  topic  were:  that  Congress  alone  should 
have  the  power  to  declare  war,  and  the 
President  should  have  no  power  to  send 
troops  without  that  declaration;  the  need 
for  housing  for  older  Social  Security 
dependents;  and  HR1,  an  initiative  to 
build  separate  schools  for  homeless  chil¬ 
dren,  which  audience  members  called 
“segregatioa”  Pelosi  replied  that  though 
she  was  unaware  of  HR1  she  would 
oppose  anything  that  could  be  construed  as 
segregatioa 

Pelosi’s  closing  remarks  summarized 
some  issues  of  the  Congressional 
Democratic  ticket:  opposition  to  Bush’s 
tax  budget,  federal  funding  to  education, 
healthcare,  and  a  living  wage.  She  also 
responded  to  one  woman’s  comment 
(which  was  hissed  at  by  the  audience)  that 
immigration  laws  should  be  strengthened. 
To  this  she  declared  that  immigration  con¬ 
stantly  reinvigorates  our  country,  and  that 
SF  is  a  “district  blessed  with  diversity.” 
Voice  your  concerns  at  the  next  public 
meeting  with  Congresswoman  Pelosi.  For 
time  and  location  call  her  office  at  415 
556-4892  or  e-mail  her  at 
sf.nancy@mail.house.gov. 
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Heads  Up  for  the  Month 

As  the  weather  begins  to  get 
wanner,  the  number  of  residential 
burglaries  increases  throughout 
the  city.  Remember  to  secure  your  bike 
and  make  use  of  the  bike  club.  Record  the 
serial  number  of  your  bike.  In  case  you 
don’t  know,  mountain  bikes  are  number 
one  on  the  wish  list  of  the  common  thief. 

Selected  Mission  crime  incidents 

Battery  on  23rd  Street 

3000  Block  of  23rd  St.,  February 
27,11:30  p.m. 

A  woman  was  the  victim  of  a  man’s 
drunken  rage  as  she  was  beaten  at 
a  local  bar  in  the  presence  of  sev¬ 
eral  witnesses.  The  suspect  kicked  and 
punched  the  victim  several  times  when  the 
bartender  of  the  establishment  attempted 
to  stop  the  attack.  The  suspect  left  the  bar 
and  loitered  around  the  area  for  several 
minutes.  Finally  the  suspect  punched  the 
front  window  of  the  bar,  causing  it  to 
break.  Although  the  victim  of  the  assault 
did  not  press  charges,  the  suspect  was 
arrested  and  taken  into  police  custody. 

Robbery  on  Shotwell 

20th  and  Shotwell,  March  8,  4:30  p.m. 

Three  street  thugs  in  the  area  battered 
and  robbed  an  elderly  man  of  all  his 
cash.  A  single  suspect  approached 
the  victim  and  began  a  conversatioa  At 


PACIH09EU 


For  gang  members  only?. 


FILMS 

restaurant 

FULL  bar 

LATE  n,®ht  music  £ 


roreigne/nema 


•*554  MISSION  STREET  SAN  E 


rRANCISCO 


this  point  the  other  suspects  approached 
the  victim  from  the  rear  and  forced  the 
man  to  give  them  all  his  money. 

Unfortunately  there  is  no  description  of  the 
suspects, 

Battery  on  24th  St. 

24th  &  Harrison,  March  9,  4  p.m. 

A  disabled  person  was  the  victim  of 
battery  when  she  attempted  to  use 
a  pay  phone  in  the  area.  The  vic¬ 
tim  was  approached  by  a  woman  who 
informed  her  that  the  phone  was  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  a  local  gang.  Without  warning,  sev¬ 
eral  additional  suspects  attacked  the  vic¬ 
tim,  striking  her  with  fists  and  an  unknown 
blunt  object  The  victim  was  treated  at  the 
scene  by  paramedics.  Wouldn’t  you  just 
know  it  there  were  no  witnesses. 

This  column  is  brought  to  you  as  a 
public  service  of  the  SFPD  Office  of 
Public  Affairs  and  Crime  Stoppers.  If  you 
have  a  question  or  comment  please  call 
the  office  at  553-1561 
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Featuring  Stride  Rite,  Elefanten.  Dr.  Martens. 
Skechers  And  Other  Great  Brands 

We  have  your  shoe  needs  covered: 

From  Infant  Size  0  through  Youth  Size  6 


3961  24th  Street  415-285-3668 
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The  Liberties 

Bar  and  Restaurant 

22nd  Street  and  Guerrero 

TEL:  282.6789  FAX:  282.6990 

Web  :www.theLiberties.com  E-mail:  eugene@theLiberties.com 

LUNCH  and  DINNER  EVERY  DAY  BRUNCH  SATURDAY  and  SUNDAY 

Irish  Music  Sessions  3pm-7pm  on  Sundays 
Green  Plate  Special  •  Lunch  Specials 
Best  Fish  &  Chips  in  the  Mission 

FULL  BAR 

HAPPY  HOUR  4PM- 7PM  Monday-Friday 

PRIVATE  PARTIES  OYSTER  MARTINIS 

BREAKFAST  MEETINGS  KILLER  BLOODY  MARYS 

I NQUI  Rl  ES:  JP  COFFEE@282.6789  39  FRESH  FRUIT  DAQUIRIS 


The  Phoenix  Bar 

811  Valencia  Street 
Opening  Soon ! 

Valet  Parking  Full  Bar 

Private  Parties  Happy  Hour 

Business  Lunches  Lunch  and  Dinner 

Breakfast  Meetings  Brunch  Saturday  and  Sunday 

Inquiries:  415.282.6789  Eugene  or  Mike 
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We  must  show  the  lower 
classes  that  we  care 


As  a  raging  recession  batters  the 
bows  of  the  City’s  once-resplen- 
dent  dot-com  flagships  and 
drowns  stock  options  in  a  sea  of  red  ink, 
we  captains  of  the  digital  economy, 
inspired  in  part  by  the  moral  leadership  of 
our  new  president,  are  seeking  shelter  in  a 
return  to  traditional  values,  to  the  things 
that  really  matter — like  family  ties,  and  a 
sense  of  compassion  for  those  less  fortu¬ 
nate  than  ourselves. 

I  was  recently  reminded  of  just  how 
important  family  can  be,  when  a  tenant  of 
mine,  who  claimed  to  have  been  laid  oil 
from  his  menial  job  at  one  of  our  neigh¬ 
borhood’s  finer  restaurants,  underpaid  his 
rent  three  months  in  a  row.  How  touched 
I  was  when  my  mother,  for  a  small  finan¬ 
cial  consideration,  offered  to  leave  her 
Nob  Hill  co-op  and  help  smooth  the  evic¬ 
tion  process  by  moving  into  his  apartment. 

But  it  was  this  rent-controlled  rodent’s 
maudlin  display  of  self-pity,  when  I 
informed  him  that  he  and  his  metastasized 
family  had  30  days  to  get  out,  that  made 
clear  to  me  how  necessary  it  is  to  show 
compassion  to  his  ilk:  not,  of  course,  by 
indulging  their  weakness  with  charity  and 
sugar-coated  words,  but  rather  by  mentor¬ 
ing  them  in  the  sturdy  values  which  have 
enabled  people  like  myself  to  weather  so 
stoically  the  current  financial  storms. 

For  it  was  quite  shocking  to  me, 
someone  who  has  lost  hundreds  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  my  hard-earned  dollars  in  the  col¬ 
lapse  of  the  Nasdaq,  that  this  little  man 
could  be  thrown  into  such  paroxysms  of 
grief  over  losing  an  apartment  that  he  did¬ 
n’t  even  own.  Nor  was  his  family  any  less 
lacking  in  character  than  he:  how  sympto¬ 
matic  of  the  moral  gulf  between  the  class¬ 
es  that,  whereas  my  mother  had  not  hesi¬ 
tated  to  aid  me  in  my  hour  of  need,  his 


mother,  whose  minor  mobility  problems 
seemed  quite  adequately  compensated  for 
by  her  walker,  was  too  lazy  to  help  him  out 
with  the  rent  by  spending  a  few  hours 
every  day  collecting  aluminum  cans  from 
dumpsters  or  selling  flowers  on  Mission 
Street  And  clearly  his  brood  of  adenoidal 
brats  had  been  so  pampered  by  the  public- 
school  system,  that  none  of  them  was  will¬ 
ing  to  forego  the  luxury  of  education  for  a 
while  and  bring  in  some  money,  say,  by 
taking  a  position  in  one  of  our  city’s  regu¬ 
lation-free  garment  factories. 

Nevertheless,  I  tried  my  hardest  to  let 
this  destitute  dishwasher  know  that  I 
cared,  and  gently  explained  that  if  he  real¬ 
ly  wanted  a  home  he  could  call  his  own, 
the  onus  was  on  him  to  empower  himself 
through  good  financial  habits,  putting 
away  a  little  from  his  unemployment 
check  every  week  until  he  could  afford 
one.  Sadly,  though,  he  seemed  incapable 
of  comprehending  that  he  could  make  a 
positive  difference  in  his  own  life — obvi¬ 
ously  a  victim  of  what  President  Bush  has 
so  articulately  termed  “the  soft  bigotry  of 
low  expectations.” 

Yet  while  correcting  the  character 
deficiencies  of  the  poor  will,  it  seems,  take 
some  time,  there  is  another  way  we  can 
help  them:  by  supporting  the  president’s 
crusade  to  bring  tax  relief  not  only  to 
them,  but — even  more  crucially — to  their 
betters,  whose  executive  decisions,  as 
landlords,  investors  and  employers,  have 
such  huge  bearing  on  their  sad  little  lives. 
For  while  the  $25  a  year  my  delinquent 
tenant  would  receive  under  the  Bush  tax 
proposal  could  certainly  have  allowed  him 
to  pay  a  portion  of  the  back-rent  he  owed, 
I  might  not  have  been  in  such  a  huny  to 
evict  him  in  the  first  place,  had  I  in  the 
bank  the  $25,000  or  so  which  this  unique¬ 
ly  compassionate  plan  will  give  back  to 
someone  like  me. 
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A  studio  for  chiropractic  and  yoga. 


Darci  Kendrick,  D.C. 
Kendrick  Chiropractic 


725  Florida  Street,  #3 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
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RELIABLE,  HONEST  DOG  LOVER 
WILL  GIVE  YOUR  DOG  UNDIVIDED 
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armed  honchos.  Francisco  Pizarro’s  army 
that  conquered  the  Incas  of  Peru  included 
six  hundred  of  the  mauling  mastiffs;  Ponce 
de  Leon,  Hernando  de  Soto  and  Vksco 
Nunez  de  Balboa  also  relied  heavily  on  the 
four-footed  slayers. 

Recent  events  here  in  San  Francisco 
obviously  prove  that  you  CAN  teach  new 
dogs  old  tricks. 

DALY  THE  DICTATOR:  Hey 
Chris,  what’s  your  gripe  with  direct 
democracy?  The  District  Six  Supe  is  trying 
to  overthrow  the  Proposition  N  results  of 
November  that  declared  TICs  (Tenancies 
In  Common)  an  acceptable  path  to  home 
ownership.  Although  he  campaigned  as  an 
“Everyday  People”  populist,  Daly  wants  to 
ignore  the  masses  to  pursue  to  a  knee-jerk, 
brown-nosing  Bay  Guardian  toady  anti- 
TIC  stance.  Grr!  I’m  biased  because  I’m  a 
co-tenant  myself,  but  still,  don’t  we  all 
agree  that  our  elected  officials  should 
serve  us  humbly,  as  delegates  of  the  major¬ 
ity  will,  not  as  Stalinist  tyrants-for-a-term? 

If  you  think  I’m  being  harsh,  look  at  it 
this  way:  Daly  is  spending  OUR  money  to 
sabotage  something  WE  already  decided 
on!  Personally,  I  believe  we  oughta  just  get 
rid  of  all  so-called  “representatives”  and 
determine  —  online  —  all  civic  decisions 
ourselves. 

Disagree?  Up  Yours!  email  Hank  Hyena 
at:  hh@sfbayrevolution.org 


off  the  zero.  Har  har!  More  fun  than  filch¬ 
ing  free  cable. 

DOGGIE-STYLE  DEATH  NEWS: 
Everyone  in  town  has  digested  the  basic 
kibble  about  Bane  &  Hera,  the  murderous 
Canary  Island  mastiffs  that  shredded 
Diane  Whipple,  thanks  to  the  savage  irre¬ 
sponsibility  of  their  lawyer  owners,  Robert 
Noel  and  Marjorie  Knoller.  The  media 
has,  of  course,  sniffed  all  over  this  bloody 
tale,  snorting  harder  than  hound  nostrils  on 
a  Husky  in  heat.  Two  scrumptious  sick 
morsels  of  gossip  have  not  yet  been  publi¬ 
cized,  however  —  scoop  the  muck  below! ! 

Item  #1:  Remember  the  nudie  pho¬ 
tos  of  Marjorie  that  investigators  found  in 
the  Pelican  Bay  jail  cell  of  Paul  “Comfed” 
Schneider,  her  Aryan  Brotherhood  adopt¬ 
ed  son?  A  reputable  fink  squealed  to  me 
that  the  photos  don’t  just  have  “Mommy” 
in  provocative  poses;  she’s  also  got  a 
seductive  companion  accompanying  her 
—  a  DOG!  Canine  consort  Bow-wow- 
wow,  yip  it  up!! 

Item  #2:  Presa  Canarios  are  the  direct 
descendants  of  the  ferocious  “war  dogs” 
that  Spanish  conquistadors  employed  in 
their  genocide  of  Native  Americans. 
Nicknamed  the  Molossi  (“bloodthirsty”), 
the  forbears  of  Bane  and  Hera  were  spe¬ 
cially  trained  to  mutilate  and  disembowel 
human  beings.  The  fast,  muscular  dogs 
were  justifiably  feared  and  hated  by  the 
Amerindians  for  their  massacring  ability 
that  was  estimated  to  be  the  equal  of  ten 
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the  Mayor’s  Office  but  he  detoured  his 
intentions  after  a  power  chat  with  State 
Senator  John  Burton  (a  crony  of  his 
daddy’s,  an  ex-Judge).  Sonny  Newsom 
will  obediently  step  out  of  the  way  so  that 
Burton  can  pursue  the  throne  vacated  by 
his  buddy.  King  Willie.  Any  fresh  juicy 
gossip  on  the  arrogant  Burton?  All  I  dis¬ 
covered  is  that  he  had  a  secret  love  affair 
with  a  well  known  Latina  politica.. 

PARKING  METER  MAYHEM: 

The  vilest  troglodytes  in  Frisco  Kingdom 
are  the  blood-sucking  sadists  who  govern 
the  Department  of  Parking  and  Traffic. 
Last  month,  these  fascist  insects 
announced  that  they  intend  to  double  our 
parking  fines  —  Aaarghh!  Will  we  cata¬ 
tonic  residents  soon  be  passing  out  $50 
checks  per  violation?  Itt’s  abominable 
enough  already  getting  reamed  in  the  wal¬ 
let  for  $25  just  because  you’re  not  packing 
a  quarter.  In  my  squalid  comer  of  the 
Mission,  fifty  bucks  amounts  to  grocery 
money  for  a  family  of  four... 

The  putrid  DPT  beasts  are  obviously 
not  elected  officials;  we  can’t  obliterate 
them  at  the  voting  booths.  Our  only 
defense  has  to  be  full-scale  auto-owner 
revolution.  Parking  meter  sabotage 
ins tmctions  from  my  comrade  Anne  R. 
Kee  in  Seattle  luckily  arrived  via  email 
yesterday;  she  informed  me  how:  best  to 
trick  the  parasitic  machines.  Best  Tip: 
squiggle  a  straightened  paper  clip  through 
the  coin  slot  to  eternally  push  the  needle 


HOTHEAD  VS.  THE  CRONE: 
Current  Assemblyman/ex-Supervisor 
Kevin  Shelley  has  methodically  trailed  his 
papa  Jack  (Mayor  from  64’-68’)  into  the 
filthy  web  of  SF  politics.  What  greasy 
nepotistic  post  is  next,  we  wonder,  for  kid 
Kev?  California’s  Secretary  of  State  slot  is 
his  recently  declared  target,  but  he’ll  fail 
horribly  on  that  quest,  insist  my  spies,  who 
report  that  screamin’  swearin’  Shelley  is 
one  of  Sacramento’s  most  unpopular 
bureaucrats. 


“He  can’t  keep  his  staff  together,  they 
hate  him,”  murmur  my  moles.  “He  throws 
more  hissy  fits  than  Carole  Migden.” 
Winning  state  elections  requires  worka¬ 
holic  loyalty  from  a  humongous  staff  that 
isn’t  abused  and  bulbed  by  a  pouting, 
shouting  boss.  Say  Sayonara,  Kevin!  He’s 
gonna  get  his  tail  trounced  by  the  resur¬ 
rected  ghost  of  March  Fong  Eu  (Secretary 
of  State  from  1974-1994)  who  has  far 
more  wit  and  vivaciousness  in  her  scrawny 
79-year-old  frame  than  the  pretematurally 
jaded  Shelley. 


MORE  OFFICIAL  DIRT:  And 
Migden?  Runner-up  in  the  get-mad-and- 
mean  contest?  She’s  running  for  —  yawn 
—  State  Board  of  Equalization  We  don’t 
knowwhat  the  heb  it  is  that  they  do  there, 
but  the  job  pays  $  100,000+  per  year.r. 


The  Assembly  seat  that  Shelley  will 
vacate?  Gavin  “old  money”  Newsom  is 
eyeing  it  —  he  was  a  considering  a  ran  for 
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OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
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Thanks  again  for  your  emails  and 
comments,  but,  hey,  some  of  y’all 
promised  you’d  join  me  in  my 
search  for  good  stuff  happening  in  our  dear 
Mission.  So  where  are  you?  Rolling  over 
in  blackouts?  Sober  ones?  Fortunately,  I 
am  still  on  the  prowl,  and  have  lots  to  tell. 

Here  are  two  pieces  of  good  and  one 
not-so-good  news:  I  saw  the  Red  Man  and 
he’s  definitely  orange  now.  I  saw  him  on 
Valencia  around  17th.  When  asked  how 
he  was,  he  replied,  “Just  fine,”  and  he 
seemed  fine.  He’d  missed  a  couple  spots 
with  the  make-up,  but  1  guess  we  all  do 
sometimes.  It’s  just  not  as  easy  to  detect 
for  those  of  us  whose  color  choice  is  clos¬ 
er  to  our  actual  skin  tones. 

And  now  for  the  good-news/bad- 
news:  Steve,  who  sells  the  Street  Sheet  at 
21st  and  Valencia  is  back,  but  his  friend 
Walter,  the  man  in  the  wheel  chair,  suc¬ 
cumbed  to  diabetes  last  February.  Walter 
had  the  clearest,  lightest  blue  eyes  in  The 
Mission.  The  kind  of  eyes  which  I’ve 
always  associated  with  clean  living  and 
clear  consciences.  He  and  Steve  were 
pals.  They  helped  each  other  out.  May 
Walter  rest  in  peace.  And  formal  condo¬ 
lences  to  Steve. 

Other  changes  of  note  include:  Three 
Rings  were  tossed  into  the  hat.  The 
restaurant.  I’m  talking  about — it  closed. 
The  great  news  here  is  that  a  new  restau¬ 
rant  is  going  to  open  really  soon  called  Le 


Crewe,  a  N’Orleans-Cal-Mardi-Gras  hap¬ 
penin’  sort  of  place.  The  executive  chef  is 
from  PJ’s  Oyster  Bed,  (on  Irving), 
Postrio,  and,  well,  need  I  say  more? 
Hurray  for  another  raw  bar  in  The 
Mission;  the  only  other  place  for  raw  shell¬ 
fish  hereabouts  is  Ti  Couz.  Anybody  else 
know  of  a  raw  bar  nearby?  And  is  it  the 
same  on  this  coast  as  the  other  one  that  you 
can  only  eat  raw  oysters  caught  during 
months  that  have  an  “R”  in  them?  Are 
there  any  bi-coastals  reading  this  who  have 
a  preference  for  East  or  West  Coast  crab? 
I’d  love  to  hear  your  opinions. 

My  friend,  Jean,  w  ho  is  a  long-time 
bi-coastal  (bom  here)  told  me  of  a  bet 
between  the  Mayors  of  San  Francisco  and 
Baltimore  regarding  crabmeat.  Don’t 
know  the  particulars.  Jean,  wherever  you 
are,  help  me  out  here.  Do  any  of  y’all  buy 
the  live  crabs  sold  on  Mission  Street?  I 
don’t  Crabs  that  size  are  waaaaaay  too 
much  trouble.  It’s  an  activity,  not  a  meal. 
Of  course  I’m  very  lazy,  and  although  I 
will  spend  days  doing  up  some  recipes, 
crabmeat  should  come  already  picked, 
fresh,  and  in  cans.  No  matter  how  much 
you  pay,  you  still  have  to  go  over  it  care¬ 
fully  for  pieces  of  shell,  anyway. 

And  speaking  of  lazy,  I  got  so  behind 
in  laundry  I  couldn’t  figure  out  how  to  get 
it  all  to  the  laundromat,  though  I’ve  heard 
more  than  once  that  The  Mission  has  more 
such  establishments  per  capita  than  any¬ 
place  else  on  earth.  Anyway,  I  managed  to 


VALfcKCXA  5T.  MUSCLE 

uSFs  World  Class  Neighborhood  Gym” 


♦LOCAL 
RESIDENTS 
ONLY 

333  VALENCIA  ST.  (NEAR  m\  srj  on*  .xPir«  5/1/01 
626-8360  OR  \AWW.VA1^ ASTRffTMOSqE.COM 


VALENCIA  WHOLE  FOODS 

PROUDLY  INTRODUCES  THEIR  NEW  DELI  MENU. 

(NOT  AS  IN  NEW  DELHI,  INDIA.. .AS  IN  NEW  DELICATESSEN) 


THE  ORGANIC  DELI  OFFERS  A  TEMPTINC  ARRAY 

OF  FRESHLY' MADE  SALADS,  MIDDLE- EASTERN  FARE,  AND 
SANDWICHES  FEATURING  NATURAL  DIESTEL  TURKEY  CUTS/1 
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mrookis 


4-15-2S5-0221 


OPEN  7  DAYS  TIL  9PM 
999  Valencia  Street  @  21st 


rationalize  the  expense  of  calling  a  laundry 
service.  By  so  doing,  1  discovered 
Snowbright.  What  a  treat!  Same  or  next 
day  service,  and  never  has  my  laundry 
been  so  perfectly  sorted,  folded,  or  pack¬ 
aged  (not  to  mention  washed).  I  almost 
decided  I  really  didn’t  need  to  have  those 
built-ins  for  the  closet... I  could  just  stack 
Snowbright’s  packages  along  one  wall. 
Got  them  from  the  Yellow  Pages  because 
they  were  close  by. 

Here’s  another  question  I  have  about 
The  Mission:  the  price  of  limes. 

Granted,  there  are  various  sizes  and 
quality  of  limes,  but  I’ve  seen  everything 
from  three  for  a  dollar  to  twenty  for  a  dol¬ 
lar.  What’s  that  about?  And  those  little 
teeny  weenie  ones;  what  are  they  for? 
Splitting  and  sticking  down  bottles  of 
beer?  Tossing  at  people?  (If  only...) 
Somebody,  maybe  Andy  Rooney,  once 
raised  a  similar  question  about  umbrellas: 
how  come  you  can  get  them  for  $2  or 
$200?  How  can  one  be  that  different  from 
another? 

We’ve  been  hearing  a  lot  about  bad 
dogs  lately,  and,  welf  no  offense  but  the 
Barking  Basset  on  Cortland  has  closed. 
Maybe  they  bit  one  of  the  customers.  A 
very  authentic  Italian  Restaurant  called 
Palatino  is  replacing  the  Basset.  It’ll  be 
opening  any  day  now.  The  chef/owner  is 
from  Rome,  and  that’s  the  style  of  food 
they’ll  offer.  Cortland  Street  has  become  a 
destination:  there  are  some  cute  shops  and 
a  growing  number  of  neat  restaurants: 
Liberty  Cafe,  Dusit  Thai  and  Hungarian 
Sausages  to  name  a  few. 


More  comings  and  goings:  There  are  a 
lot  of  outreach  opportunities  available  in 
The  Mission,  but  they’re  not  going  to  drag 
you  from  your  nest. 

Walk  around,  open  your  eyes,  read 
The  New  Mission  News,  and  find  some 
free,  sliding  scale,  or  affordable  improve¬ 
ments  for  your  life.  There’s  a  young  bi¬ 
lingual  woman  at  Arriba  Juntos  who  I 
think  teaches  the  best  Introduction  to 
Computers  you  can  find.  Her  name  is 
Claudia  and  the  classes  are  free,  if  you 
qualify.  More  next  month  on  where  help  is 
available. 

Some  of  the  good  changes  here  aren’t 
part  of  the  food  scene:  a  new  bookstore  is 
replacing  Cap’n  Jack’s  on  Valencia  And 
the  owner  of  Liberties  Pub  and 
Restaurant  at  22nd  and  Guerrero  is  open¬ 
ing  any  day  now  a  new  place  on  Valencia 
called  Phoenix,  offering  the  same  liba¬ 
tions  and  good  food.  NOTE  WELL: 
Liberties  (22  nd  &  Guerrero,  with  Phoenix 
on  Valencia  soon  to  open)  and  Liberty  on 
Cortland  are  two  different  places.  Both 
worth  checking  out,  by  the  way. 

Should  the  idea  of  visiting  new  spots 
appeal  to  you,  or  if  maybe  you’ll  decide  to 
join  me  in  looking  for  nice  things  in  The 
Mission,  consider  this:  Underground 
Shoes  is  perfectly  located  on  Valencia, 
near  20th.  This  is  a  store  you  can  really 
shop  around  in,  talk  to  the  owners,  check 
out  some  of  the  unusual  items  they  sell. 
This  is  in  contra-distinction  to  the  shop¬ 
ping  experience  offered  at  some  of  the  Big 
Chain  Shoe  Emporiums  available  here. 
Give  your  spirit  and  your  feet  a  treat. 


Eclipse  Dance-Theater 
Summer  Day  Camp 

at  Dance  Mission  Studios,  3316  24th  St./Mission 

Are  you  ready  to  learn  and  have  fun?  Here’s  how  it’s  done! 

Drama  •  Capoeira*  Games  •  Hip-Hop  •  Voice  •  Modern 


mm 


I  wonder  exactly  how  many  styles  and 
ethnicities  of  restaurants  there  really  are  in 
The  Mission  and  close  environs.  Why 
don’t  you  call  or  drop  an  email  with  your 
guess  or  the  name  of  a  “different”  style 
Whoever  can  substantiate  the  greatest 
number  gets  dinner  out  on  (and  with)  me. 


Please  keep  talking  to  me  at 
TheDishatNKIN@aol.com  or  call  me  at 
836-2320. 


eclipse 


•  Create  a  live  performance  from  the  ground  up! 
'  •  Work  with  professional  actors  and  dancers 
•  All  levels  encouraged  and  challenged 

June  11-29 

Three  one-week  sessions  for  ages  5-13 
Daycare  &  Scholarsips  Available 

NOW  ENROLLING!  CALL  415.550.7915 

www.eclipsedancetheater.com 
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Save  $90 
on  Water  Bill 


Buy  a  New, 

Efficient 

for  only  $10 

If  you  own  a  single-family  home  or  an  apartment  building, 
you  can  qualify  to  buy  one  or  more  toilets  from  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Water  Department  for  only  $  1 0  per  toilet.  Bring  a  pic¬ 
ture  I.D.  Sales  will  be  held  from  8  a.m.-3  p.m.  on: 

Saturday,  April  7 

Sunset  Elementary  School 

41st  Avenue  and  Ortega 

8a.m.to3p.m. 

Contact  SFWD  at  923-2571. 


ABADA  Capoeira 

Brazilian  Cultural  Academy 

2376  Mission  (at  20th)  •  SF  •  (415)  284-6196  •  WWW.abada.org , 


Capoeira  teens  train  FREt 
Classes  for  ages  5  to  adu 
Afro-Brazilian  Dance  J\ 
Portuguese  Language  ( 


Quality  Dental  Care 


18  Years  of  Experience 
Most  Dental  Plans  Accepted 
(Hablamos  Espanol) 


SPECIAL 

OFFER 


C 


Teeth 

Whitening 


FOR  ONLY 

$160 

(regular  $300) 


Offer  expires  04/30/01 


Call  us  Today! 


JAVIER  TORRES,  D.D.S. 

2460  Mission  Street,  Suite  215 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(415)  826-1842 

Hours:  Tuesdays  &  Thursdays  from  9-6,  Saturdays  from  8-5 


Family  Owned  &  Operated  Since  1918 
The  Original 

DUGGANS® 
FUNERAL  SERVICE 

THE  DUGGAN  WELCH  FAMILY 

We  make  life  easier  because  we  care  about  your  wishes. 

> 

•  We  are  trained  professionals,  registered  and  licensed 
with  the  State  of  California. 

•  Experienced  with  all  types  of  services  -  including 
non-denominational  funerals. 

•  Most  beautiful  chapels  in  varying  sizes. 

•  Domestic  and  International  shipment  worldwide. 

•  Rental  Casket  Available. 

•  Informatir  n  given  over  the  phone. 

•  Call  for  brochure  on  Funeral  Services, 

Memorial  Services  and  Cremation. 


Member,  Better  Business  Bureau,  Lions  Club,  and  California 
and  National  Funeral  Directors  Association. 


We  answer  the  phone  24  hours 

415.431.4900  m 

Se  Habla  Espanol 

FD'#44 

3434  17th  Street  (near  Valencia),  San  Francisco,  94110 
Centrally  located  across  from  the  new  Mission  Police  Station 
Free  Off-Street  Parking  accommodating  the  largest  services. 

Not  affiliated  with  Duggan’s  Scrra  Mortuary  in  Daly  City 


Mention  this  ad  for  your 


Neighborhood  Di^ccmni 1 ! 


When  friends  &  family  come  to  town, 
treat  them  to  the  elegance  they  deserve. 


Tours  are  Available  by  Appointment 

Please  phone: 

(415)  262-0337  or  1  (800)  967-9219 
Our  Fax  is: 

(415)  282-2608 
Send  E-Mail  to: 

AndggaSF6aol.com 


The  An dora  Inn  is  a  fully  restored  • 
Victorian  Manor  first  built  in  1875, 

located  in  the  heart  of  San  FraAciscoi 
nobly  international  Mission  District, 
known  as  one’of  the  most  extiting 
and  colorful  neighborhoods  in  the  Gty, 
with  wonderful  art  galleries,  murals, 
bookstores/caffe  and  exciting 
new  restaurants. 

Among  the  amenities  you  will  find  at  the  Inn: 

•  Expanded  Continental  Breakfast 
•  Five  Star  Serta  Mattresses 
•  Color  TV  with  Remote  &  VCR 

(Comphmentar,  ViOmo  S*Ubcm) 

•  A  M/FM  Clock  Radios 
•  Free  Local  Calls 
•  Pleasant  Garden  Sun  Deck 
'  Grand  Library  &  Tranquil  Ambiance 


Rates  are  as  Follows: 

•$»TOS» 
.  *$9*  TO  *  199 

.  (Add  14%  hotel  tax) 

*  Discounted  Bates  roa  Extended  Stats 


EUROPEAN  SHARED  BATH 
DELUXE  ROOMS  &  SUITES 
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New  Mission  News 


A  moving  piece  of  writing 


Palatino 


a  Roman  Trattoria 


Lunch  &  Dinner 
weekdays 

closed  Tuesday 


803  Cortland 


Brunch  &  Dinner 
Saturday  &  Sunday 

641-8899 


On  a  rainy  Berkeley  night  in 
October  1977  I  witnessed  one  of 
the  most  powerful  pieces  of  politi¬ 
cal  theater  I  had  ever  seen.  It  was  the  San 

Francisco  Mime  Troupe’s  “We  Won’t 
Move,”  a  scathing  and  sardonic  musical 
critique  of  the  ongoing  displacement  of 
low-income  tenants  from  San  Francisco 
neighborhoods.  The  musical  centered  on 
an  African-American  family  living  in  what 
appeared  to  be  the  Haight-Ashbuiy  neigh¬ 
borhood  struggling  with  rundown  living 
conditions.  The  family’s  problems  seemed 
solved  when  a  new  landlord  acquired  the 
building,  promising  dramatic  upgrades. 
The  landlord,  an  early  version  of  a  yuppie, 
had  grand  visions  of  a  dramatically 
changed  building  in  a  newly  upscaled 
neighborhood. 

Unfortunately  for  the  tenants,  the 
landlord’s  plans  for  their  home  required 
they  pay  a  steep  rent  increase  to  cover  the 
renovation  costs.  The  landlord  told  them 
that  if  they  could  not  afford  to  finance  his 
vision  for  the  building  they  would  have  to 
move.  The  tenant’s  battle  to  stave  off 
becoming  victims  of  the  gentrification 
wave  in  their  community  was  epitomized 
by  their  rallying  song,  “  We  Won’t  Move!” 

I  still  have  the  poster  from  the  show 
but  can’t  for  the  life  of  me  remember  the 
outcome  of  the  tenants’  fight.  But  the  ten¬ 
ants’  fight  against  displacement  had  a 
powerful  impact  on  me.  The  Mime  Troupe 
had  created  a  rallying  cry  against  rising 


„  TAKE  A  FREE  TRIP  TO  PARIS  . 
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Announcing  Ford  Free  Tuesdays 
at  the  Legion  of  Honor 

It's  just  opened,  the  special  exhibition  Toulouse-Lautrec  and  the 
Spirit  of  Montmartre:  Cabarets,  Humor,  and  the  Avant-Garde, 
1875-1905.  And  you  have  the  opportunity  to  see  this  special 
presentation  absolutely  free.  This  year,  thanks  to  the 
Ford  Motor  Company,  every  Tuesday  is  admission  free  at  the 
Legion  of  Honor.  Don't  miss  it. 


Ford  Free  Tuesdays  are  made  possible  by  Ford  Motor  Company. 


California  Palace  of  the 


LEGION  OF  HONOR 

hotline:  415.863.3330  •  34th  Avenue  &  Clement  •  www.legionofhonor.org 
Hours:  Tues-Sun.  9:30  a.m.-5  p.m.  April-September.  first  Tuesday  of  the  month  until  8:45  p.m. 


RANDY  SHAW 


rents  and  evictions  that  inspired  many  in 
the  ongoing  battles  over  San  Francisco’s 
future. 

Mime  Troupe  leader  Joan  Holden 
seems  to  have  forgotten  the  message  of  her 
group’s  play.  Her  New  Mission  News  col¬ 
umn  in  March  (“Proposition  from  a  class 
enemy”)  sounds  a  lot  like  the  arguments 
that  could  be  made  by  the  gentrifiers  in  We 
Won’t  Move.  Holden  obviously  is  no 
cheerleader  for  displacement  or  gentrifica¬ 
tion,  but  she  does  not  seem  to  understand 
that  tenants  cannot  afford  to  finance  their 
landlords’  upgrading  of  their  investment 
property.  Nor  should  tenants  be  assigned 
such  responsibility,  as  a  building’s  run¬ 
down  condition  was  figured  into  the  sales 
price  and  all  financial  benefits  from  the 
renovations  accrue  exclusively  to  the  land¬ 
lord. 

Joan  Holden  acquired  a  Mission 
District  building  housing  low-income  ten¬ 
ants,  which  needed  major  repairs.  Nobody 
put  a  gun  to  her  head  to  make  the  deal. 

If  she  paid  a  price  for  a  building  in 
perfect  condition,  she  has  only  herself  to 
blame.  Real  estate  prices  in  the  Mission 
District  have  skyrocketed  since  Holden’s 
purchase,  and  her  improvements  to  the 
structure  have  only  further  enhanced  the 
building’s  value. 

How  about  a  revival  of  “We  Won’t 
Move”  this  summer? 

Randy  Shaw  is  the  Director,  of  the 
Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic  and  author  of 
The  Activists  Handbook  and  director  of 
Housing  America  (  www.housingamer- 
ica.  net)  “The  A  ctivist 's  Handbook  ”  updat¬ 
ed  paperback  edition  now  available!  Go  to 
http://www.  ucpress.  edu/books/pages/6 73 7 
001.html 
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Bird  &  Beckett 

Books  &  Records 

2788  Diamond  St. 
in  G/en  Park 

San  Francisco 
ph:  586-3733 


New  &  Used  Books 
All  Fields 

Wax  &  Vinyl  —  LPs  &  78s 
Jazz,  Classical,  Etc. 


Tues.-Sat.:  lOam  to  9pm 
Sunday:  11am  to  6pm 

Glen  Park  Bart 
J  Church 

Muni  #26,  52.  44,  23 
Easy  Parking 
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Hiram  Harvei  the  Mission's  awesome  keyboardist  Photo  by  v  e  miller 


New  Mission  News 

Conversation  with  a  piano  man 


Editor  s  note  :  If  you  haven  t  heard  Hiram 
play  the  piano,  you 've  been  hanging  out  in 
the  wrong  places.  A  true  roving  troubador, 
he  wanders  the  Mission  bringing  key¬ 
boards  to  life  wherever  he  finds  them. 
Stop,  look  and  listen  for  him;  he  s  always 
around. 


Tell  me  your  whole  name  and  when  you 
were  born. 

Hiram  Harvei,  and  I  was  bom  in  1949  in 
this  city,  San  Francisco. 

Can  I  buy  you  breakfast? 

No,  no,  you  know  what  would  be  better? 
Better  if  you  took  that  money  you  would 
spend  on  breakfast  and  we  walk  to  my 
hotel  and  you  give  it  to  them  ‘cause  I  gotta 
give  them  $35  to  stay  each  night 

Which  place? 

The  Krishna  at  16th  and  Missioa 

These  hotels  are  pretty  rough? 

Well  if  you  just  mind  your  own  business 
nobody  bothers  you.  Except  for  the  cops. 
The  cops  like  to  come  by  and  snoop 
around  and  they  ’ll  just  open  your  door  and 
search  around  if  they  feel  like  it. 

And  how  long  you  been  livin’  in  the 
hotel? 

Well,  not  for  so  long,  but  I  was  livin’  with 
my  dad  in  Hunter’s  Point  and  he  had  a 
cheap  place  through  HUD  but  he  died  so  I 
had  to  go. 

So  where  you  been  playin’  lately? 

Well  lately  all  over,  but  mostly  J’avalencia 
(Valencia  @  21st)  for  tips,  you  know.  And 
also  Starbuck’s  sometimes.  They  have  a 
grand  piano. 


Really? 

YEAH!  Down  on  5th  and  Cy  Magnin. 
Also  sometimes  upstairs  at  Paradise 
Lounge  on  weekend  afternoons;  that’s  MY 
piano,  I  gave  it  to  them  and  the  Reverend 
at  Glide  Church  gave  it  to  me. 

Where  else? 

Well  the  Voodoo  Lounge  has  a  piano,  and 
at  Capp  Street  Music  center  you  can 
RENT  a  piano  for  $1  per  hour. 

El  Rio  has  a  piano,  what  about  there? 

They  do?  That’s  good  to  know. 

What  about  the  Rite  Spot,  they  just  got 
their  piano  tuned. 

I  didn’t  know  that  Yeah,  I  gotta  get  down 
by  there.  I’ve  also  been  playin’  at  that 
bookstore  on  Mission  and  16th,  and  there’s 
a  bookshop  up  by  Balboa  Park  that  just  got 
a  piano. 

So  you  walk  all  over  town  playin’  pick¬ 
up  piano  gigs  at  the  clubs  and  coffee 
shops? 

There’s  Dylan’s,  I  drop  by  and  play  there 
when  the  bartender  is  in  the  mood.  There’s 
a  coffee  shop  at  California  and  25th  that  I 
play  at 

You  go  all  the  way  out  there? 

Sure,  take  the  bus.  Simple  Pleasure’s  at 
35th  and  Balboa.  Take  the  bus  there.  St. 
Anthony’s  Church  got  a  piano.  Glide 
Church  and  the  youth  center  across  the 
street  from  Glide.  Sadie’s  Flying  Elephant 
on  Potrero  got  my  name  on  it. 

But  the  blues  seems  like  it  isn’t  as  popu¬ 
lar  as  it  used  to  be. 

Time  changes.  I  learned  the  blues  down 
south,  see;  its  different  down  south.  Blues 


is  more  of  a  commitment  It’s  a  commit¬ 
ment  you  make.  It’s  somethin’  that  you  do 
every  day  cause  it  comes  out  of  you,  but  up 
here  blues  is  more  of  a  thing  you  do  to 
rock  ‘n’  roll  You  learn  the  blues  as  a 
means  to  get  into  the  club  and  rock  out 
You  won’t  see  any  all-black  bands  in  this 
city,  not  even  at  the  Boom  Boom  Room. 
It’ll  be  a  lead  guy  with  a  white  band 
rockin’  out  behind  him.  But  down  south 
it’s  all  black  bands.  It  makes  a  difference. 

What  about  your  band,  Hiram  Harvei 
and  the  Royal  Crowns? 

Well  they’re  still  around  but  I  don’t  call 
'em  unless  I  can  pay  them  each  $200,  and 
I  can’t  usually  do  that 

But  if  you  got  a  high  paying  gig  you 
could  call  ’em  and  you’d  put  on  a  show. 

Sure.  See,  we  got  pretty  big  for  a  little 
while,  this  was...  in  the  early  90 ’s  I  guess. 
Steven  Stills’s  sister  liked  us  and  put  a  call 
into  Atlantic  and  then  there  we  were  in 
New  York  playin’  CBGB,  Blue  Note, 
Kenny  Castelway’s  on  Bleeker  Street  and 
Village  Gate  and  we  recorded  an  album 
but  then  we  got  dropped  cause  we  had  no 
management 

So  what  happened  to  the  album? 

My  singer’s  (Susan  Abbot)  got  copies  of  it 
on  tape,  but  it  was  never  released.  But  we 
played  around  the  city  a  lot.  We  were  the 
first  blues  band  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Hill 
and  we  played  all  over  the  city. 

So  what’s  this  tape  you’re  selling  now? 

$15.  You  can  get  it  through  me  or  Anna 
Brooks  down  at  the  General  Assistance 
Advocacy  Program.  You  want  her  num¬ 
ber?  It’s  928-8191.  Or  you  can  buy  it  from 
me.  $15  orl  got  a  layaway  plan.  Solo  blues 


piano,  that’s  why  I  put  out  my  tape,  cause 
it’s  the  only  tape  out  there  that’s  blues 
piano  solos  without  singing. 

The  only  one? 

As  far  as  I  know. 

So  you  always  lived  in  the  Mission? 

No,  I  lived  all  over  this  city.  I  love  the 
Mission,  but  I  lived  all  over.  I  was  bom 
here.  I  grew  up  mostly  in  Fillmore.  I 
played  all  the  instruments  back  then,  made 
a  name  for  myself;  I  played  trombone, 
clarinet,  and  drums.  I  was  a  good  drummer 
and  Jimi  Hendrix’s  manager  came  to  find 
me.  1  was  still  in  high  school  livin’  with 
my  mother  and  he  came  by  and  asked  me 
if  I  wanna  play  with  Jimi  Hendrix. 

Now,  see,  I  wanted  to  play  either  with 
James  Brown  or  the  Temptations,  those 
were  my  two  favorite  bands.  My  mother 
was  Baptist,  real  religious  and  I  didn’t 
think  she  would  let  me  play  rock  ‘n’  roll  so 
I  told  the  manager  to  come  back  after  I 
asked  my  mother.  But  when  1  told  her  she 
said  I  should  do  it. 

At  this  time  Jimi  had  a  song  on  the  radio 
called  Gloria  and  the  next  time  the  manag¬ 
er  came  by  he  brought  Jimi  with  him  and 
he  asked  me  if  I  wanted  to  PLAY  and  I 
said  “Well  Jimi,  your  stuff  is  reallv  inter¬ 
esting,  it’s  very  interesting  and  different 
but  I’m  not  experienced.”  And  the  next 
year  Jimi  had  that  song.  Are  You 
Experienced?. 

Why  don’t  you  take  that  teaching  job  at 
the  New  College  you  mentioned,  teach¬ 
ing  piano? 

I  haven’t  figured  out  what  I  want  to  bring 
to  a  class  like  that  I’m  thinkin’  about  it 

So  what  then  is  next  for  you? 

Well  I’m  savin’  up  to  go  to  Europe. 

Where  in  Europe? 

I  don’t  know,  wherever  jazz  cats  go  to. 
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Calendar  composed  by  Joanna  Mattson 
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Not  quite  Ibys  R  Us  -  See  Attaboy’s  new 
solo  ait  show  One  Day  at  the  Yumfactory 
at  a  free  reception.  Culture  Cache  Gallery, 
731  Honda  St,  7-1  lpm.  Call  642-2360. 

Other  stuff  -  The  Mission  Cultural  Center 
for  Latino  Aits  presents  the  opening  recep¬ 
tion  for  “Otras  Cosas a  collection  of 
Mexican  formalist  photography  from  the 
late  20s  and  30s,  Galleria  Museo,  2868 
Mission  SL,  7pm,  $3.  Call  821-1155. 

Like  a  real  virgin-  La  Madonna  Nera,  a 
play  by  Tommis  Avicoli  Mecca,  set  in 
South  Philly,  1964,  shows  a  16  year  old 
girl  with  visions  of  the  Madonna  Jon 
Simms  Center  for  the  Arts,  1519  Mission 
St,  8pm,  $5-$10  sliding  scale.  Call  554- 
0402. 
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Keep  the  district  clean  -  Join  Supervisor 
Ammiano  at  a  community  forum  to  dis¬ 
cuss  keeping  the  Mission  clean  Express 
your  views  and  find  out  how  to  get 
involved  @  the  Horace  Mann  Middle 
School  Auditorium,  3351  23rd  St., 
10:30am. 

Southern-fried  future  -  J.M 
McCarthy’s  films  Superstarlet  A.  D.  + 
Teaserama,  a  good  dose  of  marauding  giii 
gangs  set  in  a  futuristic  southern  white 
trash  burlesque.  Showing  @  the  Artist 
Television  Access  Gallery,  992  Valencia 
St,  8:30pm,  $5.  Call  824-3890. 

a  kmk 

On  guard  -  Jazz  Tenor  Sax  Duel  plays 
today.  Bird  &  Beckett  Books  &  Records, 
2788  Diamond  St.,  3pm  Call  586-3733. 

0  MK/MT 

Take  it  seriously  -  is  the  only  require¬ 
ment:  a  free,  gradeless,  creditless  course 
on  economics  by  Doug  Dowd,  author  of 
Capitalism  and  its  Economics  and  Against 
the  Conventional  Wisdom.  Modem  Times 
Bookstore,  888  Valencia  St,  7pm.  Call 
282-9246. 
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Alice’s  (word)  Restaurant  -  Activist, 
poet,  and  musician  John  Trudell  joins 
Pulitzer  Prize-winning  author  Alice 
Walker  for  a  reading  of  their  works  and  a 
discussion  of  contemporary  spirituality 
arel  the  power  of  the  spoken  word.  8pm, 


Intersection  for  the  Arts,  446  Valencia, 
8pm,  $5-$15  donation  Call  626-2787. 
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Free  clothing  -  The  Salvation  Army 
invites  low-income  parents  and  SF  resi¬ 
dents,  by  appointment  only,  to  pick  out 
children’s  clothing,  ages  infant  to  4,  sizes 
0  to  4T.  Today  and  tomorrow.  Apply 
through  Salvation  Army  units  anywhere  in 
SF.  520  Jessie  Street  Service  Center.  For 
info,  call  575-4848.  Also  on  4/12 

Wear  your  gasp  mask  -  Last  Gasp  Press 
is  holding  Part  1  of  their  Press  party  as 
Indie  Press  of  the  Month  with  readings 
from  The  World  of  Jack  Chick  and  Coyote 
Satan  America,  with  Church  of  Satan  Rev. 
Steven  Leyba  displaying  his  artwork  and 
photos.  Modem  Times  Bookstore,  888 
Valencia  SL,  7:30pm,  free.  Call  282-9246. 
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Rad  women  -  “Women  Workers: 
Sparkplugs  of  Labor”,  a  discussion  of 
women  and  minorities  in  the  work  force, 
will  be  held  by  the  Bay  Area  Radical 
Women  at  New  Valencia  Hall,  1908 

Mission  SL  Dinner  served,  6:15pm,  $6.50 
donation  Call  864-1278. 

I  thought  I  smelled  something  -  Toxic 

Racism,  a  movie  depicting  toxic  waste 
dumping  in  poor  and  minority  neighbor¬ 
hoods,  will  show  @  12  noon,  San 
Francisco  Main  Library,  Lower  Level, 
Koret  auditorium,  free. 

Spaced-out  artists  -  Free  Art: 
Neighborhood  Enhancement  in  the  Spaces 
between  Places.  Discover  art  in  new 
places  with  five  emerging  Bay  Area 
artists.  Opening  reception  April  12, 
Crucible  Steel  Gallery  @  CELLSPACE, 
2050  Bryant,  6-9pm,  free.  Call  648-7562. 
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Pop  culture  through  Lacan  -  A  lecture 
by  Slavoj  Zizek,  Slovenian  political  theo¬ 
rist  and  author  of  Did  Somebody  Say 
Totalitarianism?  Modem  Times 
Bookstore,  888  Valencia  SL,  7:30pm,  free. 
Call  282-9246. 
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Fiasco  of  sorts  -  Rich  Bott  and  Jim 
Fetterly  put  on  their  cabaret  show  remix¬ 
ing  corporate  videos  and  other  media  dregs 
in  a  ‘full-on  club-style  rave-up”.  Artist’s 
Television  Access,  992  Valencia  SL,  8:30, 
$5.  Call  824-3890. 


Wake  up  with  Willie  -  Spend  the  79th 
Annual  Easter  Sunrise  2001  with  the 
Mayor,  musical  performances,  local  digni¬ 
taries  and  special  guests  at  the  nation’s 
largest  cross  atop  Mt.  Davidson,  6:30  am, 
free.  Call  566-8393. 

Don’t  miss  -  Beth  Custer  performs  songs 
from  her  new  CD,  Dona  Luz,  30  Besos. 
She  has  a  habit  of  having  stray  bands  fol¬ 
low  her  places:  this  time  it’s  Ollin,  a 
Mexican  folk  punk  band  from  east  LA.  @ 
the  Makeout  Room,  3225  22nd  St.,  9pm 
Call  647-2888. 
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Guild  the  plug  -  To  commemorate  the 
day  of  the  1906  earthquake,  gather  with 
others  at  the  time  the  quake  hit,  and  help  in 
the  annual  painting  of  the  hydrant  that 
saved  the  Mission  from  fires,  @  20th  and 
Church,  approx.  6:30am 

Sutter  Health/  SLLukes  affiliation  - 
Public  meeting  on  the  proposed  affiliation 
of  Suttter  Health  and  St.  Lukes  Hospital. 
Basement  Auditorium  of  the  State  Office 
Building  350  Mac  Allis  ter.  Call  916-445- 
9555 
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Gray  area  -  The  Gray  Panthers  of  San 
Francisco  present  District  5  Supervisor 
Matt  Gonzalez  in  a  discussion  of  afford¬ 
able  housing,  the  Prop  H,  “pass  through” 
directive  and  the  nonprofits’  battle  for 
housing  funds.  First  Unitarian  Church, 
1187  Franklin  @  Geary  Tues.,  April  17, 
12:30  -  3pm,  free.  Call  552-8800. 

New  Works/  New  Voices  -  Prolific  writer, 
editor  and  critic  Barry  Gifford  brings  up- 
and-coming  writer  Juvenal  Acosta  for  a 
benefit  reading  at  Intersection  for  the  Aits, 
446  Valencia,  8pm,  $5  donation.  Call  626- 
2787. 
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They  talk  -  “Concerts  with 
Conversations”,  sponsored  by  San 
Francisco  Performances,  a  free  concert  by 
the  Alexander  String  Quartet.  CMC 
Recital  Hall,  544  Capp  SL,  5:30pm,  free. 
Call  647-6015,  or  go  to  . 

At  the  crux  of  live  performance  -  Tin 
Hat  Trio-founding  member,  clarinetisL 
trumpeter,  pianist  and  vocalist  Carla 
Kihlstedt  and  performance  artist  Beth 
Custer  demonstrate  the  newest  in  contem¬ 
porary  music  and  the  melding  of  sound 
and  movement  With  guests,  @  Bruno’s, 
2389  Mission  St.  @  20th,  9  &  11pm,  $7. 
Call  648-7701. 


uimm 

Use  your  -  “Imagination,”  a  presentation 
of  over  20  resident  artists  by  the  Mission 
Cultural  Center  for  Latino  Arts,  in  collab¬ 
oration  with  LEAP,  Imagination  in 
Learning.  Opening  reception  and 
fundraiser  @  the  Inti-Ray  mi  Gallety,  2868 
Mission  St.,  7pm,  $10  donation.  Call  821- 
1155. 

Celebrate  Multicultural  Month  -  at 

Cascada  de  Flores,  a  Mexican  and  Latin 
American  musical  extravaganza.  Mission 
Branch  Library,  4pm. 

MM 

Still  gasping  aftfcr  all  these  years  -  The 
second  half  of  Last  Gasp  Press’  party  cel¬ 
ebrates  the  publication  of  Hello  My  Big 
Big  Honey  with  readings  and  refresh¬ 
ments.  Modem  Times  Bookstore,  888 
Valencia  St.,  7:30pm,  free.  Call  282-9246. 

Rise  up  -  Uprising,  Unite  for  Change,  a 
multidisciplinary  collaboration  of  artists, 
poets,  musicians  and  activists  celebrate  art 
as  a  unifying  force  in  social  change. 
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Tonight  with  poet  Ekere  Tallie  and  hip- 
hop  performance  by  Anticon,  among  oth¬ 
ers.  Theater  Artaud,  450  Florida  St.,  8pm, 
$15.  Call  437-2700.  ALSO  4/21,  with 
headliners  Mission  (hip  hop),  Angela 
Davis,  and  jazz  artist  Ntrust. 
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Unearth  the  prodigy  -  at  the  Kids’ 
Poetry  Workshop,  for  kids  ages  7  to  11, 
with  poet  Louise  Nayer.  Bird  &  Beckett 

Books  &  Records,  2788  Diamond  St., 
3pm.  Call  586-3733. 

One-man  spring  break  -  LA  artist  Tony 
de  Carlo’s  celebration  of  life,  “Spring 
Fever”  opens  tonight  at  a  free  reception. 
Encantada  Gallery  of  Fine  Arts,  908 
Valencia  St.,  4-6pm. 
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Haute  culture  rocks  -  Ellen  Glikbarg 
Shea,  Abraham  Aviles  Scott,  and  Bryan 
Baker  hold  a  free  concert  of  Myrthen,  op. 
25,  composed  in  1840  and  dedicated  to 
“his  beloved  bride”.  CMC  Recital  Hall, 
544  Capp  St,  5:30pm,  free.  Call  647- 
6015,  Or  go  to  www.sfmusic.org. 
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Is  it  really  Neeli?  -  Join  Neeli 
Cherkovski  for  a  poetry  reading  and  open 
mic,  Bird  &  Beckett  Books  &  Records, 
2788  Diamond  St.,  7:30pm  Call  586- 
3733. 

New  Works/  New  Voices  -  Francisco  X. 
Alarcon  and  emerging  writer  Francisco 
Aragon  give  readings  as  part  of  an  ongo¬ 
ing  benefit  for  Intersection  for  the  Arts. 
446  Valencia,  8pm,  $5  donatioa  Call  626- 
2787. 
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Back  to  back  Bach-  Rachel  Greenberg 
and  Jeffrey  Swinkin  perform  a  free  all- 
Bach  recital.  CMC  Recital  Hall,  544  Capp 
St.,  5:30pm,  free.  Call  647-6015,  or  go  to 
www.sfmusic.org. 

Insurgencia  Zapatista  -  A  panel  to  dis¬ 
cuss  “Artists  in  Times  of  Revolution” 
will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  show¬ 
ing  of  a  multi-media  presentation  about  the 
Zapatista  movement.  Galeria  de  la  Raza, 
2857  24th  St,  7pm,  $2-$10  sliding  scale. 

I  wonder  who’s  Kissinger  now  - 
Christopher  Hitchens  will  give  a  reading 
from  his  new  book  recommending  the 
indictment  of  Henry  Kissinger  by  the 
International  Court  of  Justice  under  the 
same  laws  used  against  Pinochet  and  oth¬ 
ers.  Modem  Times  Bookstore,  888 
Valencia  St,  7:30pm,  free.  Call  282-9246. 
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Kill  Television  -  for  National  TV  Turnoff 
Week,  see  Patricia  Polacco’s  Aunt  Chip 
and  the  Great  Triple  Creek  Dam  Affair  and 
hear  a  reading  of  Suzanne  Williams’ 
Library  Lil.  Mission  Branch  Library,  4pm, 
ages  6  and  up. 

Tour  de  Femme  -  Lesbian  comedy  star 
Suzanne  Westenhoefer  will  be  in  concert 
for  two  nights.  Tickets  include  a  post 
show  party  with  her.  Theater  Rhinoceros, 
2926  16th  St,  8pm,  $25-$50.  ALSO  4/28 

Rise  up  -  Uprising,  Unite  for  Change,  a 
multidisciplinary  collabration  of  artists, 
poets,  musicians  and  activists  celebrate  art 
as  a  unifying  force  in  social  change. 
Tonight  with  poet  Aya  De  Leon,  and 
music  by  Subtle  and  House  Kemetic 
Suns,  among  others.  Theater  Artaud,  450 
Florida  St.,  8pm,  $15.  Call  437-2700. 
ALSO  4/28,  with  headliners  Mark 
“Bamuthi*’  Joseph,  hip  hop  artist  Rijaal, 
and  jazz  artist  Ntrust. 


Take  back  the  city  -  “Reclaim  May  Day, 
Reclaim  San  Francisco”:  enjoy  a  free  veg¬ 
etarian  picnic  with  live  music,  giant  pup¬ 
pets  and  maypole,  and  valet  park  your  bike 
@  Dolores  Park,  Dolores  SL  @  19th, 
11am,  procession/  march  @  4pm. 

Resist  and  celebrate  -  at  the  Whispered 
Media’s  Mayday  Soiree,  with  works  on 
empowerment  and  autonomy,  live  agit- 
video  mixology,  and  free  bread  and  roses. 
Artist  Television  Access,  992  Valencia  SL, 
8:30pm,  $5. 
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I  like  to  be  in  America,  free  BBQ  in 
America  -  Live  salsa  with  Orquestra 
America  with  complimentary  omnivore 
BBQ,  El  Rio  3158  Mission  Street,  BBQ  3- 
5,  show  4-8,  $8.  Call  282-3325. 
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CMC  Scholarship  Fundraiser  -  Wesla 
Whitfield  (voice)  and  Mike  Greensill 
(piano)  perform  the  great  songs  of  recent 
times  in  a  benefit  for  the  scholarship  and 
financial  aid  programs  of  the  Community 
Music  Center.  The  Plush  Room  in  the 
York  Hotel,  940  Sutter  SL,  7:30pm,  $150 
admission. 
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Love!  Labor!  Loss!  -  Three  one  act  plays 
including  Counting  the  Ways  by  Edward 
Albee,  Points  of  View  inspired  by  the 
Albee  play  and  Decaf,  which  is  set  in  a 
therapist’s  office.  Exit  Theater,  156  Eddy 
StreeL  through  April  14,  Fri.  &  SaL  at  8, 
$15.  Call  626-2665. 

Mothers  and  daughters  -  The  Marsh  pre¬ 
sents  the  world  premiere  of  Joyce  Carol 
Thomas’  A  Mother’s  Heart,  an  African- 
American  family  portrait  set  in  Berkeley. 
April  4-28,  8pm,  The  Marsh,  1062 
Valencia  St.,  Wed.:  pay-what-you-can, 
Thurs-Sun.,  $14-$17.  Call  826-5750. 

Straight  and  narrow  -  Theatre 
Rhinoceros  presents  “Straight”,  a  solo 
comedy  by  David  Schmader  about  the 
about  the  social  straightening  of  gays, 
from  psychoanalysis  to  support  groups,  to 
Christianity  in  the  heart  of  Texas  and  pres¬ 
sures  within  the  gay  community.  April  5- 
15,  8pm,  Sundays  @  7pm,  Theatre 
Rhinoceros,  2926  16th  SL,  $16.  Call  861- 
5079. 

Navigate  the  dance  floor  -  Dance  work¬ 
shops  by  Jennifer  Monson  cultivate  your 
ability  to  localize  sounds,  respond  to  light, 
shape,  touch,  and  direction.  Participants 


can  perform  in  the  Crissy  Field  perfor¬ 
mance  of  Bird  Brain  -  Navigational 
Dance  and  Science  Tour  @  Crissy  Field 
April  10-12,  10am,  Theater  Artaud,  450 
Florida  SL  Call  347-4292. 

Take  it  all  off  -  The  sequel  to  Making 
Pom,  Shooting  Pom,  a  documentary  by 
Ronnie  Larsen  about  the  filming  of  gay 
pom.  See  what  happens  off-camera  in  the 
gay  pom  industry.  April  11-22, 7pm,  8pm, 
&  10pm,  Victoria  Theater,  2961  16th  SL, 
$25.  Call  Ticketweb  @601-8932,  or  go  to 
www. ticketweb.com. 

Hibby,  no  tuba  -  Harriet  Tubman,  a  3- 
piece  band  of  master  musicians  blending 
improv,  avant-jazz,  and  progressive  rock 
genres.  Thurs.  -  Sat.,  April  12  -  14  at 
Bruno’s,  2389  Mission  SL  @  20th,  9PM, 
$20.  Call  648-7701. 

History  and  fable  -  A  Traveling  Jewish 
Theater  presents  Reconciled  in  the  Book 
of  Secrets  or  How  to  Find  Romania,  a 
storytelling  by  Laura  Simms  about  com¬ 
ing  of  age  in  Brooklyn  and  tragic  family 
secrets.  April  12-  May  6,  8pm,  A 
Traveling  Jewish  Theater,  470  Florida  SL, 
$22.50.  Call  399-1809. 

Cowgirls  and  Chinese  mythology  - 
Thick  Description  presents  local  play¬ 
wright  Eugene  Chand’s  production  of 
Rancho  Grande,  a  play  about  a  Chinese 
American  girl’s  adolescence,  mixing  the 
American  West  with  Chinese  mythology. 
April  14-May  13,  Sunday  @  8pm,  Thick 
Description,  1695  18th  St.,  $10-$20. 
Preview  performances  will  pay  you  $1, 
April  14-15.  Call  401-8081. 

Look  twice  -  Campo  Santo  +  Intersection 
present  the  world  premiere  of  Luis 
Saguar’s  Hotel  Angulo,  a  play  set  in  the 
Mission  District  about  people  snuggling 
with  life  on  the  outskirts  of  society,  the 
very  people  we  might  not  notice  as  we 
pass  them  on  our  streets.  April  18-  May 
13,  8pm,  Intersection,  446  Valencia  St., 
$9-$15.  CaU  626-3311. 

Go  girl  -  Brava!  For  Women  in  the  Arts 
Presents...  Apertura  Modotti,  the  world 
premiere  of  Ellen  Gavin’s  play  document¬ 
ing  the  life,  art,  and  social  activism  of  the 
modernist  photographer  Tina  Modotti. 
April  18  -  May  20,  Brava  Theater  Center, 
2781 24th  SL,  Wed.  -  Sundays  at  8pm,  $22 
-  $28.  CaU  452-8535. 

Raw  and  risky  theater  -  Paducah 
Mining  Co.  presents  an  evening  of  one-act 
plays  with  innovative  takes  on  the 
American  Dream  April  20-  May  26, 8pm, 
Exit  Stage  Left,  156  Eddy  SL,  $15.  Call 
285-4319. 


OMOiNC  Mi 

Hip-Hop  Nation  -  Yetba  Buena  Center 
for  the  Arts  explores  the  diverse  world  of 
hip-hop  through  a  multidisciplinary  arts 
festival.  Yerba  Buena  Center  for  the  Arts, 
701  Mission  St.,  through  August  12,  $6 
general,  $3  students  and  seniors,  free  on 
the  1st  Tues.  of  every  month.  CaU  978- 
2700. 

Doggy  dropouts  -  Throughout  April,  the 
SF  SPCA  wiU  hold  various  types  of  dog 
training  classes.  CaU  their  Dog  Training 
Division  @  522-3509. 

HTML  &  Photoshop  Workshops  - 
Learn  basic  programming  with  HTML 
over  two  Saturday  afternoons.  April  21& 
28,  12  noon  to  3pm,  $95.00.  Learn  the 
basics  of  digital  artistry  with  Photoshop  in 
two  classes  Monday  nights,  April  23  &30 
and  May  7  &  14,  6:30pm-  9:30pm, 

$195.00.  Classes  are  limited  to  six  people. 
Artist’s  Television  Access,  992  Valencia. 
CaU  824-3890. 

9MM 

Mural  Walk  -  Take  a  tour  of  the  Mission 
district’s  murals  and  leam  the  history  of 
community  mural  ait,  guided  by  a  mural - 
ist.  Sundays  @  11am,  Precita  Eyes  Mural 
Arts  Center;  3448  Precita  Ave.,  $8  general, 
$5  seniors,  $2  under  18.  CaU  285-2311. 

-  Scrabbled  Eggs  -  Bring 
your  dictionary  and  your  meet  your  vocab- 
loving  soul  mate  @  Scrabble  Nights, 
Wednesdays  @  Bernal  Heights  Branch 
Library,  7pm,  free. 

-  Soul-like,  soulful  .  .  .  - 
“Soulness”  with  DJ  Goldmyne,  English 
Steve  and  special  guests,  spinning  the 
good  ol’vintage  soul  and  R  &  B, 
Thursdays  at  Hush  Hush,  496  14th  St.  @ 
Guerrero,  S3.  CaU  241-9944. 

mm  Follow  your  intuition  -  Leam 

how  to  develop  your  intuition  using  the 
symbolism  of  TaroL  Fridays,  April  20- 
June  8,  7:30-9pm  Contact  Jeannie  Zukav 
at  267-3970. 

WHIRMfS  -  All  aboard  -  Mike  Duvall 
&  Friends  perform  their  wild  comic  ride 
in  extended  performances  Saturdays,  7:30, 
@  the  Marsh,  1062  Valencia  St.,  $7.  CaU 
826-5750. 

Feline  misanthropes  -  Orientation  work¬ 
shops  by  the  SF  SPCA  to  train  volunteers 
as  cat  socialize  is,  dog  walkers,  adoption 
counselors,  and  other  positions  wiU  be 
held  Saturdays,  April  7-28,  10am-2pm, 
243  Alabama  St.  CaU  554-3087. 
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ENCANTADA 

Gallery  of  Fine  Arts 

.  904  Valencia  Street  @  20th 

San  Francisco,  Ca  941 10 
(415)642-3939  Fax  (415)  642-3933 
emailencantadagalleiyux  alioo  com 
Hours:  Tues. -Sim  l2H5p.m.  Fri  -Sat  12-8  p  m 


GALLERY  EXHIBITIONS 

"SPRINGFEVER’ 

Hot  sizzling  new  works  by 

TONY  DE  CARLO 

Reception:  Saturday,  April  21st,  4-6  p.m. 
Sultry  music  with  Dara  Roberts  &  Co. 

RAGS  AND  BONES,  booksinging  with 
celebrated  mystery  novelist  Michael  Nava 
co-sponsored  by  Modern  Times  Bookstore 
Reception/  at  E  noa*\tada/  Gallery 
Saturday,  AprCL28 cK  3-5  p.m/. 

**Mexican  Seasonal  Culinary >  4m  Series** 
Saturday,  April  21s',  10-lp.m.,  lead  by  chef 
Laurie  Mackenzie  specializing  in  Latin  American 
cuisines  conducts  four  culinary'  workshops.  &  walking 
tour  Culinary  Tour  to  Oaxaca  in  July,  co-sponsored  by 
America’s  Travel.  More  info  call:  (415)642-3939 
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New  Mission  News 


Is  it  art  or  is  it  just  DAVE? 

Happyface  wheatpaster  is  getting  a  real  pasting  from  his  peers 


“Dave  is  an  asshole.”  These  words 
are  scrawled  over  several  of  Dave’s 
posters  wheat  pasted  on  the  Mission 
District’s  streets.  Dave  is  a  wheat  paster 
who  has  gained  notoriety  or  infamy, 
depending  upon  whom  you  ask.  He  has 
been  criticized  by  many  of  the  wheat 
pasters  in  the  Mission,  including  members 
of  the  San  Francisco  Print  Collective,  for 
covering  up  other  artists’  posters,  includ¬ 
ing  political  posters  addressing  gentrifica- 
tion.  A  recent  Chronicle  article  highlighted 
without  illuminating  the  issues  in  the  bat¬ 
tle  between  Dave  and  anti-Davidians  for 
the  use  of  public  space. 

If  you  have  spent  any  time  in  the 
Mission,  you  have  most  likely  seen  his 
posters  of  friendly  biomorphic  creatures, 
appealing  in  their  simplicity  and  glee, 
characterized  by  the  upper  and  lower  case 
signing  of  “DAW.  Dave’s  art  ranges 
from  small  stickers,  like  the  ones  used  by 
taggers,  with  black  marker  drawings,  to 
full  color  5’x  4’  wheat  pastings. 

The  walls  of  the  Mission  are  a  visual 
melange  of  different  street  art  and  posters, 
ranging  from  the  political  to  the  purely 
aesthetic,  flyers  for  bands,  events  and 
protests,  tags  and  graffiti,  stencil  work,  as 
well  as  advertisements  for  large  corpora¬ 
tions  and  dot  corns.  The  posters  and  other 


street  art  are  an  important  part  of  the 
dynamic  culture  of  the  Mission  District. 

Public  art’s  activist  heritage 

Many  of  the  political  posters  are  put  up  by 
the  San  Francisco  Print  Collective.  The 
SFPC  uses  political  posters  as  a  voice  for 
the  community  and  a  way  to  lead  the  resis¬ 
tance  against  gentrification  and  for  other 
political  campaigns.  As  John  Leanos,  the 

digital  mural  curator  at  the  Gallery  de  La 
Raza,  reminds  us,  the  street  art  in  the 
Mission  grows  out  of  a  rich  tradition  of 
politically  charged  murals  created  by  the 
Latino  community.  Street  art  is  one  of  the 
dynamic  and  rich  aspects  of  what  makes 
the  Mission  the  culture  and  community 
that  it  is. 

Dave’s  work  varies  from  other  posters 
seen  in  the  Mission  due  to  its  purely  aes¬ 
thetic  and  non-political  nature.  It  is  what 
he  describes  as  “happy  art.”  Dave  chose  to 
put  his  art  up  in  the  streets  as  a  way  to 
make  it  accessible  to  the  general  public, 
lessening  the  gap  between  the  art  world 
and  people’s  daily  reality.  Dave  explained, 
“I  figured  I  have  all  this  art  lying  around 
and  it  is  a  waste  to  have  no  one  see  it.  It  is 
a  cool  way  for  people  to  see  your  art.  It  is 
free  art.”  He  is  an  art  school  graduate  who 
currently  makes  a  living  by  selling  his  art 


through  galleries.  Dave  has  been  living  in 
the  Mission  off  and  on  since  the  late  eight¬ 
ies.  His  wheat  pasting  is  not  new-  he  has 
been  doing  it  since  the  early  nineties. 

Dave,  defaced  and  diatribed 

Dave  paintings  are  scribbled  with  insults, 
ranging  from  small  defacements  to  full- 
fledged  diatribes,  which  in  turn  are  some¬ 
times  crossed  out.  One  Mission  resident 
and  wheat  paster  who  wishes  to  remain 
anonymous,  even  made  commentary  about 
Dave  and  his  work  by  pasting  up  a  series 
of  obscene  versions  of  Dave’s  work.  There 
is  a  general  negativity  in  the  street-art  and 
postering  community  towards  Dave,  due 
to  his  apparent  misunderstanding  of  the 
politics  involved  in  the  use  of  public 
space,  and  respect  for  other  artists’  and 
activists’  posters. 

Dave  comes  to  his  own  defense  by 
pointing  out  that  such  art  is  temporary  and, 
he  explains,  ’’Wheat  pastings  and  other  ads 
always  overlap.  I  mostly  put  up  over 
advertisements.  You  rarely  see  an  original 
painting.  I  try  to  go  around  that  stuff.  But 
you  have  to  realize  that  art  outside  in  pub¬ 
lic  spaces  is  temporary.  You  had  your  time; 
now  it’s  mine.” 

All  in  all,  Dave  seems  to  take  the 
whole  situation  in  his  stride.  He  claims  to 
“get  a  kick  out  of  it  when  people  draw  on 
my  art.”  He  has  seen  instances  of  people 
drawing  in  mustaches,  filling  in  a  tooth  so 
it  appears  to  be  missing,  adding  penises. 
He  enjoys  seeing  what  people  add  to  what 
he  has  done.  Although  he  claims  to  never 
respond  to  such  markings  and  commen¬ 
tary,  someone  has  been  countering  with  a 
watered-  down  “is  not  such  a”  to  some  of 
the  many  “Dave  is  an  asshole”s. 
According  to  Dave,  someone  else  must  be 
coming  to  his  defense,  marker  in  hand. 

Wheat  paste  warfare 

The  retaliation  against  Dave’s  postering 
practices  heightened  last  August,  when 


Dave  just  being  Dave.  Photo  by  v  e  miller 

one  of  his  posters  was  covered  by  a  heated 
diatribe  accusing  him,  as  a  “white  middle 
class  male,”  of  contributing  to  the  ongoing 
gentrification  of  the  Mission,  and  not 
showing  solidarity  or  respect  for  the  anti¬ 
eviction  movement  by  covering  up  their 
statement  with  his  smiley  face. 

Dave  had  postered  over  one  of  SFPC’s 
posters  of  a  young  Latina  mother  who  was 
recently  evicted  due  to  the  current  housing 
crisis.  When  asked  about  the  situation, 
Dave  described  the  posters  as  “Some 
poster  about  albino  lesbian  dwarfs  with 
dyslexia”  Someone  was  angered  enough 
at  Dave’s  choice  to  paste  over  this  ad  that 
they  did  some  writing  of  their  own.  Dave 
countered  that  there  were  many  of  those 
posters  and  he  only  covered  up  a  few  of 

them,  and  people  could  still  read  what  was 
written  on  them. 

However  Dave  “felt  bad.  My  feelings 
were  hurt  How  can  (my  art)  elicit  such 
anger?”  he  asked.  He  complained  that, 
“Since  my  art  does  not  have  a  political  or 
social  issue  attached  to  it,  it  is  an  easy  tar¬ 
get  I  still  have  the  right  to  put  up  art  even 
if  it  does  not  have  a  political  view.” 
Although  he  has  a  lot  of  respect  for  people 
dedicated  to  political  work,  he  disagrees 
with  the  “double  standard  valuing  political 
art  higher  than  art  for  art’s  sake.”  He  is 
interested  in  wheat  pasting  in  order  to 
bring  more  art  into  peoples’  daily  lives. 

The  question  remains  as  to  who  has 
the  right  to  fill  the  public  spaces  in  the 
streets.  Overwhelmingly,  advertisers  are 
the  ones  to  dominate  this  space.  The 
SFPC,  among  others,  try  to  combat  this 
with  their  political  and  community -based 
messages  of  empowerment  Does  Dave 
have  equal  right  to  this  space  as  an  artist  in 
residence  who  has  lived  here  on  and  off 
since  the  late  eighties?  Is  he  an  example  of 
the  new  gentrifying  force  in  the  Mission, 
overlooking  the  straggle  of  those  around 
him,  or  should  he  be  applauded  as  a 
vibrant  part  of  SF’s  artist’s  community? 

Leanos  points  out,  “He  does  not 
understand  the  political  importance  of  the 
public  space,  which  is  especially  the  case 
right  now  since  public  space  is  less  and 
less  accessible.  His  posters  are  individual 
promotion  which  is  contrary  to  communi¬ 
ty-based  living  that  is  important  to  sustain 
a  culture.” 

Another  Mission  artist,  who  wished  to 
remain  anonymous,  made  the  important 
point  that  the  criticism  is  not  against 
Dave’s  art  in  itself.  However,  he  believes 
that  “Artists  have  a  certain  responsibility 
and  public  commitment,  especially  as  res¬ 
idents.”  He  feels  that  it  is  important  to 
have  a  “deeper  understanding  of  how 
artists  affect  the  process  of  the  degradation 
or  transformation  of  a  neighborhood,”  The 
question  is  raised  as  to  artists’  responsibil¬ 
ity  for  their  use  of  art  as  a  vehicle  to 
address  social  issues  and  their  rights  over 
the  power  involved  in  using  public  space. 


“...it’s  a  ghetto  4  stdr  restaurant.” 


Featuring  regional  Italian  cuisine 
and  down  home  comfort  food 
served  with  equal  flair. 

thursday  -  Saturday  Sunday  -  tuesday 
6pm-2am  6pm-12am 

18  Virginia  st.  at  mission,  now  serving  weekend  brunch 

206  -  2086 
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RESTAURAMT 

SERVING 

THE  BEST  MARCAR ITAS  AND 
AUTH  ENTIC  MEXICAN  CUISINE 

IN  THE  BAY  AREA  f 

NEW 

WEEKEND  BRUNCH 

f  *a*|l  if  8AM-2PM 

'  *  0,  7  SATURDAY 

AND  SUNDAY 
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nfman  ranch  beef  burgers,  rocky  free  range  chicken, 
hot  dogs,  freshly  cut  french  fries  and  milkshakes 


MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 


Black  &  White  develop  and  print 
3"x5"  or  4"x6"  with  or  without  borders 
$12«  24exp.  $1625  36exp.  one  to  two  days 


B&W  Film  (35mm) 
develop  only  $2Z5 
(no  prints  or  proof  sheet) 


Check  out  our  large  selection  of  Black  &  White  film, 
used  cameras  and  lenses,  assorted  camera  accessories, 
darkroom  supplied  and  color  photofinishing  service. 

1089  Valencia  at  22nd  Street  641-8396 

10am  to  5:30pm  Monday  through  Friday  11am  to  5pm  Saturday 


Arriba 

Juntos 

Tech  n«l®gy 

C  E  N 

ter 

Office  Skills  Training:  Word 
Processing,  Spreadsheets, 
Internet,  Windovys  95/98 

Now  Offering: 

Introduction  to  Computers  and 
the  Internet  (in  Spanish) 

Free  computer  access  during 
drop-in  hours 

Orientations  for  Computer  Training 

Every  Thursday  at  9:30 

Call  for  details! 

Also  available  at  Arriba  Juntos: 

Computer  Training:  487-7830  Employment  Services 

Other  Services:  487-3240 

Job  Information  Center 

The  Health  Careers  Training  for 
Certified  Nurse  Assistant  and 
Home  Health  Aide 

Employment  Development 
Department  (EDD)  Services 

1850  Mission  Street  San  Francisco,  CA  94103 
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You  never  know  what  you'll  find 
Especially  if  you  don't  look. 


With  over  4000  items  arriving  DAILY,  every  day  is  a  treasure  hunt. 


The  Greatest  Thrift  Store  in  the  World 
www.7hriftTown.com 


wmi. 


Linens  •  Clothing  •  Televisions  •  Collectibles  •  Shoes  •  Jewelry 
S  Draperies  •  Accessories  •  Books  •  Records  •  What-Nots  •  Furniture 
^  Toys  •  Dishes  •  Baby  Items  •  Small  Appliances 


2101  Mission  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 

(415)  861-1  132 

We  accept  personal  checks. 
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ANY  $10.00  PURCHASE  OR  MORE 


2101  Mission  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 

(415)  861-1  132 

Not  Volid  With  Any  Other  Promotion  •  limit  One  Coupon  Pet  Customer 
Please  Present  This  Coupon  Prior  To  Purchase  0Xpi  TGS  5/1/01 


.mu 


We  accept  personal  checks. 
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MONICA  COhlRADI 

t 


Hello  everyone.  It’s  that  time  again. 
Time  to  dust  off  the  sequins,  fluff 
up  the  feathers,  dig  out  the  junk 
jewelry  and  get  those  hips  moving.  In 
other  words,  it’s  Camaval  time! 


place  by  the  time  you  read  this.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  represents  a  mere  sampling  of 
what’s  out  there.  Two  new  contingents 
making  their  debut  this  year  are  Sambeijo 
and  As  Pern  as  com  Alma. 


As  always,  Carnaval  San  Francisco 
will  be  held  Memorial  Day  weekend, 
Sunday,  May  27,  with  the  Grand  Parade 
down  Mission  Street  starting  at  10  a.m. 
The  official  theme  this  year  is  “A 
Celebration  of  Food.”  Interesting! 

A  major  change  this  time  around  is 
that  the  Carnaval  Street  Festival  will  be 
held  in  Civic  Center.  However,  the  actual 
Camaval  Parade  route  will  remain  the 
same  as  in  previous  years.  Stay  tuned  for 
further  details. 

The  heat  is  on!  It’s  less  than  eight 
weeks  until  the  Big  Day  and  the  pace  of 
preparation  is  picking  up.  The  King  and 
Queen  contest  will  be  held  on  Sunday, 
April  22  at  Roccapulco  on  Mission  Street 
(at  Cesar  Chavez).  $5  at  the  door.  Come 
and  cheer  on  the  Royal  Hopefuls  as  they 
stmt  their  stuff.  And  if  you  know  anyone 
who  would  make  a  great  King  or  Queen, 
bully  them  into  entering!  For  information 
or  for  an  application  form,  call  MECA  at 
826-1401. 

If  you  haven’t  taken  part  in  Camaval 
yet,  maybe  this  is  your  year  to  jump  in.  It’s 
a  great  experience  and  a  lot  of  fun,  as  all 
the  old  Camaval  hands  will  tell  you. 
Camaval  is  for  everyone  -  tall,  short, 
plump,  skinny— who  cares??  It’s  the  spirit 
that  counts! 

Rehearsals  and  workshops  will  be  in 


Sambeijo:  Movement  for  the  Arts, 
is  a  collective  of  performing  artists  whose 
mission  is  to  strengthen  the  arts  in  San 
Francisco.  Most  people  are  aware  of  how 
the  new  economy  is  forcing  out  the  perfor¬ 
mance  spaces  in  The  City;  by  joining 
Sambeijo  for  Camaval  you’ll  be  helping 
raise  funds  for  Dance  Mission  Theatre  to 
survive.  A  worthy  cause  indeed! 
Rehearsals  are  held  at 

Dance  Mission,  24th  Street  (at 
Mission),  Saturday  April  7th;  Sunday, 
April  22;  Sunday,  May  6  and  outdoors 
Saturday,  May  26,  location  tba  Everyone 
is  welcome.  For  information  call  826- 
4441,  or  check  out  their  website  at 
www.sambeijo.com. 

As  Pernas  Com  Alma — Legs  with 
Soul — is  a  dynamic  Brazilian  group  who 
dance  both  glamorous  Rio-style  samba 
and  funky  Afro  bloco  from  Salvador. 

They’ve  performed  at  many  venues 
around  town  in  the  last  three  years,  but  the 
one  I  remember  most  was  at  Cafe 
Cocomo — the  going-away  bash  for  Jim 
Sowers  (Camaval  King  2000).  Those 
ladies  were  hot,  hot,  hot.  Their  rehearsals 
start  Sunday,  April  1st,  from  1  to  3:00 
p.m.,  at  600  Tow  nsend  (at  7th),  and  con¬ 
tinue  every  Sunday.  For  information  call 
650/563-9396.. 

And  speaking  of  Jim  Sowers:  Jim  is 
currently  riding  his  motorcycle  through 
Africa  — for  charity.  Check  out  his  website 
at  www.moonride.otg  to  read  the  fascinat- 


BE  PART  OF  THE 


Mission  cultural  CeNter 

FOR  LATlNO  ARTS' 

CoMtiGeMt  At  CArMAVAl  SAM  FRAMCiSC©  200* 

OUC  tIIfmf  TUis 

"SALSA  V  PAELLA" 


Dancers  -  performers,  float  decorators,  security  monitors, 
helpers,  good  ideas,  all  ages  welcome!!! 


CUoCfogOFUY  by; 

Consuelo  CercOs  -  Flamenco 
Vanessa  Mosqueda  -  Hip  Hop 
Jaime  Martinez  -  Salsa 

Classes; 

Saturdays:  3:00-5:00PM 
Studio  B  $5.00  (2  hour  class) 


2868  Mission  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 10 
telephone:  415.821.1155 
fax:  415.648.0933 


ing  account  of  his  travels.  Hee’ll  be  back 
in  time  for  Camaval,  so  mark  your  calen¬ 
dars  for  his  SpinCycle  Return  from 
Africa/Camaval  Kick-off  party  at  Cafe 
Cocomo  on  Friday,  May  25.  It’s  bound  to 
be  a  blast! 


such  as  Caipirinhas,  Brazil's  national 
drink.  Intriguing!  Rehearsals  are  on 
Sundays,  5  to  7:00  p.m.,  at  Dance  Mission, 
San  Francisco.  Information:  510/548- 
1310.  Browse  their  website: 
www.aquarela.com. 


Anyone  joining  the  Mission  Cultural 
Center’s  contingent  this  year  will  have  a 
choice  of  three  different  dance  styles — 
samba,  salsa,  and  flamenco — choreo¬ 
graphed  and  led  by  three  MCC  instructors: 
Vanessa  Mosqueda,  Jaime  Martinez  and 
Consuelo  Cercos  respectively.  MCC 
includes  as  many  youth,  children  and  arts- 
and -crafts  people  from  its  programs  as 
possible.  Eveiyone  welcome!  Rehearsals 
are  Saturdays,  3  to  5:00  p.m.  Information: 
821-1155. . 

Ruben  Aponte,  whose  sizzling  night¬ 
club  float  dazzled  the  crowds  last  year,  is 
rehearsing  Monday  nights,  6:30  to  9:30 
,p.m,  at  the  Women's  Building,  3543  18th 
Street.  His  theme:  “We  Are  Fire.”  Salsa, 
Bomba,  Plena,  Merengue — all  the  hot 
stuff — is  his  thing.  Information:  807- 
5353.  Website:  www.latincabaret.com.rn 

Josephine  Morada,  Rudy  Ortiz  and 
Rene  Macay  of  Academicos  da  Estrada 
Real  are  recently  back  from  Brazil  where 
they  paraded  triumphantly  with  Camaval 
champions  Imperatriz  Leopoldinense  in 
Rio's  Sambadrome.  Way  to  go!  Estrada 

Real’s  classes  are  held  Thursdays, 
7:30  to  9  p.m,  at  the  Mission  YMCA, 
4080  Mission  Street.  Camaval  rehearsals 
are  every  Sunday  (except  Easter)  at 
Candlestick  Point  Recreational  Park 
(across  from  3 com  park).  Information: 
452-8114. 

Aquarela  Dance  Ensemble,  under 
the  direction  of  Maria  Sousa,  celebrates 
Camaval  Rio-style.  Their  theme  this  time 
is  “Nightlife.”  Instead  of  the  official 
theme,  Food,  they’ll  be  featuring  Drink, 


Foga  na  Roupa,  one  of  Camaval  SF’s 
most  exciting  groups,  holds  Camaval 
Workshops  for  percussion  and  dance 
Saturdays,  1  to  3  p.m.,  at  the  Mission 
Cultural  Center,  2868  Mission  St.,  San 
Francisco,  and  Sundays,  2  to  6  p.m.,  at 
Citicentre  Dance  Theatre,  1428  Alice  St, 
Oakland.  Call  their  hotline  or  visit  their 
website  to  keep  abreast  of  upcoming 
events.  Hotline:  510/464-5999.  Website: 
www.gofogo.com 

MaraReggae,  with  Rhonda  Stagnaro 
Low,  is  going  great  guns.  Their  theme  is 
“Believe.”  Rehearsals  are  every  Sunday  in 
April  at  the  Rhythm  &  Motion  Studios, 
1133  Mission  (at  8th)  in  The  City.  May 
rehearsals  will  be  held  in  Golden  Gate 
Park.  Information:  621-0643. 

On  the  Caribbean  front:  d’Midas 
International,  long-time  Camaval  cham¬ 
pions,  are  gearing  up  for  yet  another  spec¬ 
tacular  show  on  the  street.  Their  next 
fete/band-launching  is  Saturday,  April  14 
at  Ma’s  Caribbean  Cuisine  in  Oakland. 
This  group  loves  to  party!  Check  out  their 
website  for  details:/  www.dmidasintema- 
tional.homestead.com/index.html. 

Word  was  not  in  at  presstime  from  the 
All  Ah  We  Dance  and  Drum  Ensemble. 
Stay  tuned.  Meanwhile,  All  Ah  We’s 
Wilfred  Mark  teaches  an  Afro- 
Caribbeanclass  Wednesdays,  7:30  to  9 
p.m.,  at  the  Mission  Cultural  Center. 
Information:  821-1155. 

That’s  it  for  now.  The  May  column 
will  be  by  someone  else,  as  I  leave  for  a 
month  in  South  Africa.  See  you  at 
Camaval! 


Visit  Good  Vibrations,  the  Bay  Area’s 
“clean,  well-lit  place”  to  buy  sex  toys,  books  and  videos. 


•women-owned  and  operated  -friendly,  knowledgeable  staff 
•wide  selection — from  educational  to  erotic 


Good 

Vibrations 


San  Francisco 
1 210  Valencia  Street 

(415)  974-8980 

Open  Sun.-Thurs-.  I  lam-7pm;  Fri.  and  Sat.  I  lam-8pm 


Berkeley 

2504  San  Pablo  Ave. 

(510)  841-8987 


www.goodvibes.com 


I -800-BUY-VIBE 


Dance  Center 

Come  Dance  With  Us  at 

The  Women’s  Building 

3543  18th  St.  between  Valencia  and  Guerrero 

Dance  Workouts 

Tuesday  and  Thursday  @  10:30  am  and  6:00  pm 
Saturday  10:00  am 

Beginning  Hip  Hop 

With  Rebecca  Weisser 
Saturday  1 1 :00  am  New  Class! 


For  a  complete  Rhythm  and  Motion  Dance  Center  Schedule 
call  415-621-0643  orvisitwww.rhythmandmotion.com 
Get  your  first  three  Dance  Workouts  for  Free! 

Call  us  to  take  advantage  of  this  offer! 

The  Rhythm  and  Motion  Dance  Center  at  1 133  Mission  St.  offers  workouts  and  dance 
classes  for  adults  and  kids.  Classes  include:  W.  African,  Modem,  Hip  Hop,  Brazilian, 
Swing,  Tango,  Jazz,  Yoga,  Flamenco  and  more. 


New  Mission  News 


Here  to  stay 

ohn  O’Connell  High  School  of 
Technology  (formerly  John  O’Connell 
Vocational  School)  is  back  in  the 
neighborhood  after  a  ten-year  absence. 
The  original  building  was  demolished 
after  being  severely  damaged  in  the  1989 
Loma  Prieta  earthquake.  The  new  facilities 
at  Folsom  near  20th,  which  have  been 
operational  since  August,  were  officially 


dedicated  March  29  to  coincide  with 
O’Connell’s  50th  Anniversary.  On  hand 
for  the  occasion  at  the  state-of-the-art  mul¬ 
timedia  center  were  hundreds  of  students 
and  parents.  The  ceremony  included  a  ded¬ 
ication  by  the  Grand  Lodge  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  of  California  with 
Deputy  Grand  Master  C.  Ray  Whitaker, 
poetry  and  a  digital  media  presentation  by 
O’Connell  students. 


Gone  for  good 

he  ink  was  hardly  dry  on  last 
month’s  To  the  Egress  column 
detailing  the  impending  doom  of 
Clarion  Hall  when  doom  did  indeed 
impend.  The  wrecking  balls  and  bulldoz¬ 
ers  made  short  work  of  the  semi-historic 
artists’  residence  at  17th  and  Clarion  to 

High  tech  thrills 

he  Antenna  Theater’s  Euphorium,  a 
walk-through  multimedia  rendering 
of  Samuel  Taylor  Coleridge’s  Kubla 
Khan,  delivers  all  the  stupor  and  dream- 
trance  sensations  of  drugs  without  the 
nasty  side  effects  or  legal  complications. 
As  you  wander  about  with  a  headset  and  a 
kind  of  diving  bell  apparatus,  visual 
images  from  the  poem  float  all  around  you 
in  a  very  enjoyable  combination  of  old- 
time  funhouse  thrills  and  cutting  edge, 
high  tech  illusion. 

Euphorium  can  be  experienced 
Wednesdays  -  Sundays  (Wed-Thurs  7-10, 
Fri-Sat  7-midnight,  Sun  3-7)  at  Building 
920  on  Mason  Street  in  the  Presidio. 
Tickets  are  $15.  Call  332-9454  for  direc¬ 
tions  and  reservations,  or  go  to 
www'.  antenna-theater,  org. 


make  way  for  condominiums.  But  will 
somebody  still  want  them  in  these  times  of 
economic  peril?  If  they’re  offered  up  at 
bargain  basement  prices,  maybe  the  artists 
will  return  to  their  old  stomping  ground. 
On  second  thought...  naaah.  Thanks  to 
neighbor  Laurie  Sue  Shanaman  for  photo 
documenting  the  demolitioa 


Low  tech  giggles 

orporate  culture,  with  its  block¬ 
buster  movies  and  high-tech  thrills, 
has  sparked  a  countercultural 
awakening  of  dormant  circus  artistry,  the 
most  striking  example  of  this  being  the 
revival  of  puppetry  of  all  kinds:  gigantic, 
political,  obscene  and  just  plain  old  enter¬ 
taining.  On  the  weekend  of  April  6-8  the 
best  of  the  genre  will  be  at  Cellspace  at 
2050  Bryant,  for  Puppet  Love ,  the  fourth 
annual  celebration  of  all  things  puppet. 
There  will  be  workshops,  exhibitions, 
videos  and  assorted  hijinks  in  this  three- 
night  and  two-  day  celcbratioa 

On  Friday  and  Saturday  nights  at  8:30 
p.m.,  Puppet  Love  Cabaret  will  feature 
performances  by  almost  everybody  who  is 
anybody  in  the  puppet  world  (except  for 
mains trcamers  like  Miss  Piggy  and  the 
Petco  sock  puppet).  Friday’s  lineup 
includes  Wise  Fool,  Art  and  Revolution, 
New  Mission  News  columnist  Hank 
Hyena  and  other  happy  handers.  On 
Saturday  there  will  be  performances  by 
Vile  Jelly,  Ten  Hands  Puppet  Theater,  II 
Teatro  Cali  man  and  various  master  manip¬ 
ulators. 
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Friday’s  late-night  mature-adults-only 
show  includes  the  controversial  “Porno 
Zone”  by  Folly’s  Fables  that  caused  an 
audience  walkout  last  year,  as  well  as  per¬ 
formances  of  other  explicit  handiobbery. 

On  Sunday  at  7  p.m.  you  can  bring  the 
youngsters  along  for  Radical  Puppetry  for 
Kids  of  All  Ages.  Later  on  at  9  there  will 
be  free  showing  of  puppet  videos. 

If  you’ve  lost  your  dot-com  job  and 
are  considering  running  away  to  join  the 
circus,  you  can  pick  some  appropriate 
skills  in  giant  puppetry,  shadow  puppetry, 
marionettes  and  puppetry  for  kids  at  one  of 
four  workshops  held  on  Saturday  and 
Sunday. 

For  ticket  prices  and  reservations  call 
905-5958 


2E  3422  25th  Street  (off  Mission) 
1 3  415*920*8964 

Z  openll:30am-8pm  Mon-Frl 
I™  10  30am-6pm  Saturdays 
I  www.thumbsupmarbles.com 


THAI-RIFIC  of  Mountain  View 

Proudly  announces  the  opening  of 


J  J  ThaiBistro 

1199  Valencia  @  23rd 

Open  1 1 :30  am  - 1 0:30  pm  every  day 


Reservations  take-out 

Voice  :  41 5.826.1 1 99  orders  accepted 

Fax:  415.826.0314  wheel-chairs  accesible 


QUAN  YIN  HEALING  ARTS  CENTER 

SINCE  1 986,  OFFERINQ  THE  BEST  IN  COMPREHENSIVE 
•ACUPUNCTURE  TREATMENT  PROQRAMS 

Arthritis 
Women’s  Health 
Asthma,  Smoking 
Stroke,  Brain  Injury 
Therapeutic  Massage 
Depression  4  Anxiety 
Management  of  HIV  Infection 
Full  Management  Program  for  Hepatitis  C 
Drop-in  Treatment  for  Addiction  and  Chemical  Dependency 
Private  Insurance,  Medical,  WorHer  s  Comp.  Personal  Injury 
455  Valencia  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 
415-861*4964  qyhac@aol.com 
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New  Mission  News 


Youth  Rising  on  a  Mission 

Sunrise  Sidewalk  Cleaners 

Call  Today  for  a  Free  Estimate  41  5-861 -8202 

Youth  Run  Hiah  Pressure  Sidewalk  Cleaning 

We  remove  glim,  graffiti,  <Sc  pigeon  droppings. 

Affordable  Rates  and  Special  Discounts 

\  pr< am  'pon'oivd  In  1  Ik  B<>\'  &  Girl'  (_  luln  <■!  s>in  FimikIsco 


5  55  \  .ik  iu  i,i  Mi  vet  Mm  ti'JiuiKu  G  \  9410  5 
(415)  SM-S202 


Rhythm  &  Motion:  a  dance  community 
that  shakes  it  up  to  shape  up 


By  Joanna  Mattson 

In  a  three  story  building  on  Mission 
between  7th  and  8th  St.,  vibrating  from 
loud,  live  drumming,  thrives  San 
Francisco's  unique  dance  center.  Rhythm 
and  Motion  Dance  Center.  A  community 
based  program  that  was  begun  over  20 
years  ago,  Rhythm  and  Motion  has  grown 
into  the  large  scale  of  operation  that  it  is 
now:  it  is  one  of  the  largest  employers  of 
dancers  in  the  city,  offering  over  100  class¬ 
es  per  week,  taught  both  at  the  home  stu¬ 
dio  and  at  various  neighborhood  locations 
and  schools  across  the  city. 

The  reopening  of  the  San  Francisco 
Women's  Building  on  18th  Street  marks  a 
renewal  of  Rhythm  and  Motion's  presence 
in  the  Mission  district  It  has  held  classes 
there  ever  since  the  Women's  Building 
opened  in  1980,  and  Rhythm  and  Motion's 
creator  and  director,  Consuelo  Faust  was  a 
supporter  of  the  Women's  Building  from 
its  inception.  As  one  of  the  neighborhood 
sites,  the  Building  hosts  six  R  and  M  class¬ 
es  per  week,  in  addition  to  another  three 
that  are  held  at  the  Bernal  Heights  Gym. 

Rhythm  and  Motion  is  San 
Francisco's  answer  to  the  aerobics  craze  of 
the  late  70's  and  early  80's.  Its  unique 
approach  to  dance-as-exercise  is  to  give  a 
personal  activity-  dancing-  a  community- 
oriented  focus.  The  stress  is  on  participa¬ 
tion  rather  than  performance  or  body 
image,  and  enjoyment  rather  than  tortur¬ 
ous  exercise. 

Consuelo  Faust,  who  has  been  a 
dancer  all  her  life,  saw  the  new  popularity 
of  aerobics  as  an  opportunity  for  two 
things:  to  introduce  dance  as  a  cultural  rit¬ 
ual,  and  to  make  the  form  of  that  dance 
accessible  to  everyone.  Classical  ballet 
and  modem  dance  here  in  the  US,  she 
believed,  were  filled  with  a  "tension"  that 
spoiled  the  enjoyment  of  it.  "The  Western 
version  of  dance",  Faust  says,  "is  as  a  per¬ 
formance  ait  is  antithetical  to  having  fun." 
Some  dance  classes,  especially  profession¬ 
al  ones,  foster  competition,  body  con¬ 
sciousness,  and  insecurity.  Faust  wanted  to 
give  dance  a  place  in  the  community  that 
was  open  to  everyone,  and  that  stressed  the 
positive,  fun,  and  healthy  aspects  of  it, 
leaving  out  all  of  the  gruel  and  trial  of  tra¬ 
ditional  classes. 

Her  program  began  as  dance  workout 
classes  taught  at  Everett  Middle  School  on 
Church  SL  in  1979.  Since  then  it  has 
expanded  to  three  dance  studios  at  their 
main  location  on  Mission  SL,  and  has 
spread  throughout  the  community  in  the 
neighborhood  locations.  The  program 
flourished  into  a  broad  assortment  of  dif¬ 


ferent  classes  that  encompass  the  spectrum 
of  ethnic  dance  and  body  motion.  You  can 
take  anything  from  modem,  Afro-Cuban 
and  Haitian,  tribal  belly,  Brazilian  and  hip 
hop,  to  Tai  Chi,  yoga,  and  stretch  classes. 

Faust's  vision  was  to  create  a  space  for 
a  dance  community,  while  also  promoting 
that  sense  of  community  in  other  ways. 
Rhythm  and  Motion  also  donates  classes 
to  non-profit  organizations,  holds 
fundraisers  for  organizations  that  deal  with 
homelessness,  domestic  violence,  and  liv¬ 
ing  with  AIDS,  and  offers  discounts  to 
teens  and  people  with  limited  funds.  They 
also  rent  their  studios  to  other  programs. 
Currently  Camaval  rehearsals  are  held  at 
the  Mission  studios. 

The  classes  that  can  be  found  at  the 
Women's  Building  are  the  Center's  original 
workout-style  classes  where  people  get  an 
aerobic  workout  in  the  form  of  a  pre¬ 
choreographed  class  to  terrific  cutting- 
edge  music.  All  Rhythm  and  Motion 
instructors  are  professional  dancers  who 
offer  an  array  of  different  styles  and  back¬ 
grounds.  Each  class  begins  with  a  warm  up 
that  build  to  a  high-energy  dance  sequence 
intended  to  build  stamina  and  strength,  and 
ends  with  stretches  and  floor  combina¬ 
tions. 

Though  they're  choreographed  work¬ 
outs,  the  R  and  M  Dance  Center  encour¬ 
ages  beginners  of  any  or  no  experience  in 
dance.  The  philosophy  of  the  Center  is  to 
serve  as  an  alternative  to  the  "elitist"  idea 
of  dance  in  our  culture,  and  to  welcome  all 
people  to  an  environment  that  is  comfort¬ 
able  and  inclusive.  Most  instructors  won't 
mind  if  you  want  to  stop  in  and  observe  a 
class  in  session,  but  if  you  do  so,  check 
first  to  make  sure. 

The  Rhythm  and  Motion  Dance 
Center  is  proof  that  eveiyone  wants  to 
dance  and  just  needs  a  place  to  do  it.  So 
next  time  skip  the  gym  and  try  a  class 
somewhere  in  the  neighborhood. 

For  more  information  about  them  or  for  a 
detailed  list  of  classes  in  the  Mission, 
check  out  their  website  www.rhythmand- 
motion.com,  or  call  them  at  (415)  621- 
0643. 


New  Mission  News 
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540  Valencia  Street  (Between  i 6th  &  i 7th) 

Open  2  to  2  •  Seven  Days  a  Week . 864-24  1  9 


SCHOOL  0/GRADUATE  PSYCHOLOGY 

An  M.A.  in  PSYCHOLOGY  leading  to  M.F.T.  licensure, 

FEMINIST-CLINICAL  and  SOCIAL-CLINICAL  EMPHASIS, 


Accredited  by  the  Western  Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges. 
Financial  aid  is  available  for  students  who  qualify 


Informational  Meeting: 

THURSDAY,  APRIL  12 

766  Valencia  Street 

www.newcollege.edu 

ncwcollegc@psych.cdu 


San  Francisco,  CA 
415-437-3421 


1934  aerial  photo  of  the  now-abandoned  rail  corridor  along  which  the  Mission  Creek  Bikeway  is 
proposed.  Note  the  old  Seals  Stadium  between  Bryant  and  Potrero  on  16th  Street,  which  is  now 
the  Potrero  Shopping  Center,  and  the  cunring  nature  of  the  rail  corridor  which  followed  the  trace 
of  the  original  river. 

Mission  Creek  Bikeway  is 
is  moving  forward 

by  Judy  West 

Planning  studies  begin  this  month  for 
the  Mission  Creek  Bikeway  project, 
a  “rails  to  trails”  effort  to  reuse  the 
historic  route  of  San  Francisco’s  premier 
inland  waterway,  preserved  by  the  rail¬ 
roads  as  an  industrial  transportation  corri¬ 
dor,  and  now  being  updated  for  our  City’s 
evolving  transportation  needs.  The  project 
straddles  three  of  San  Francisco’s  most 
dynamic  neighborhoods:  the  Mission, 

South  of  Market  and  Potrero  Hill,  which 
are  in  desperate  need  of  new  transportation 
solutions  as  new  housing  and  more  dense 
commercial  uses  are  coming  to  the  areas. 

The  bikeway  and  green  belt  is  envi¬ 
sioned  along  the  abandoned  rail  corridor, 
built  in  the  1860’s  along  the  original  trace 
of  Mission  Creek.  (See  NMN  9/00)  This 
area  has  been  largely  industrial  for  most  of 
San  Francisco’s  history,  mostly  served  by 
large  trucks  in  the  last  few  decades  as  rail 
service  declined.  With  the  closing  of  the 
Best  Foods  Mayonnaise  plant  at  Mariposa 
and  Florida  in  1991,  the  last  rail  service 
was  ended  and  the  Southern  Pacific 
Railroad  sold  their  remaining  property. 

The  planning  study  is  funded  by  the 
Bay  Area  Metropolitan  Transportation 
Commission  (MTC)  and  the  SF 
Department  of  Parking  and  Traffic.  The 
MTC  awarded  a  planning  grant  for  feasi¬ 
bility  and  engineering  studies  to  the 
Mission-based  non-profit,  the  Madrina 
Group,  working  with  the  San  Francisco 
Bicycle  Coalition,  SF  Department  of 
Parking  and  Traffic  and  tire  Rails  to  Trails 
Conservancy,  a  national  organization  ded¬ 
icated  to  rail/trail  conversions. 

Please  participate.  Input  from  the 
immediate  neighbors  and  larger  stakehold¬ 
ers  will  be  crucial  to  a  successful  plan, 
especially  in  this  area,  which  has  been 
undergoing  rapid  transition  this  past 
decade  and  where  a  broad  spectrum  of 
uses  must  be  accommodate.  The  general 
scope  and  vision  for  the  project  will  be  laid 
out  at  a  series  of  meetings  during  April  and 
May. 


First  community  meetings  will  be  held  at  Southern  Exposure  Gallery, 
401  Alabama  Street  at  17^  Street,  on  April  23,  at  the  beginning  and  end 
of  the  day.  The  gallery  will  be  open  at  8:30  a.m.  for  coffee  and  snacks, 
with  a  brief  presentation  to  be  completed  by  9:30.  Another  presentation 
will  be  held  at  6  p.m.,  with  the  gallery  open  between  4  and  7  p.m. 

Watch  for  updates  on  the  project  and  additional  meeting  dates  at  www. 
missioncreek.org  or  call  the  SF  Bicycle  Coalition  at  43 1-BIKE  x  2. 


The  first  meetiings  scheduled  in  the 
Mission,  at  Southern  Exposure  Gallery  on 
April  23rd,  will  (in  addition  to  the  general 
issues)  focus  on  how  best  to  integrate  bicy¬ 
cles  and  automobiles  into  the  triple  inter¬ 
section  of  Harrison,  16th  Sheet  and  Treat. 
This  section  of  Treat  is  also  one  of  the  best 
opportunities  we  have  for  green-space; 
especially  with  the  SPCA  and  SF  Animal 
Care  &  Control  located  there,  dog  walking 
is  a  priority. 

Historical  Exhibit 

The  Madrina  Group  has  assembled  a  fasci¬ 
nating  collection  of  maps,  historical  pho¬ 
tos,  aerial  phtographs  from  before  and 
after  the  101  freeway  was  built,  as  well  as 
ideas  for  a  future  greenbelt  to  commemo¬ 
rate  the  underground  river.  The  above 
image  was  taken  in  1934,  before  the  101  or 
Central  Freeway  was  built.  The  creek 
itself  flowed  from  the  Mission  along  Treat 
Street,  crossing  Harrison  at  16th  Street, 
and  swung  around  the  northern  nose  of 
Potrero  Hill  along  what  is  called  Division 
today,  past  the  8th  &  Townsend  Circle  and 
on  to  Mission  Bay  and  the  eastern  water¬ 
front 

Subsequent  meetings  held  in  the 
Design  Center  will  focus  on  the  redesign 
of  the  8th  and  Townsend  traffic  circle, 
which  was  also  identified  as  needing  some 
attention  in  the  Ballpark  traffic  mitigation 
efforts.  The  introduction  of  MUNI  into  the 
rail  corridor  planning  is  a  crucial  issue  for 
all  the  affected  neighborhoods. 

With  bike  lanes  on  Valencia  Street 
finally  permanent,  keep  up  the  momen¬ 
tum... 


&  NO 


~6/y£  GRILL 


A  Swank  Neighborhood  Bar 


in  the  Heart  of  San  Francisco  s 


New  Bohemia 


The  first  round  of  meetings  will  focus 
on  identifying  crucial  issues  and  guiding 
principals.  For  example:  should  the  plan¬ 
ning  effort  also  include  space  for  a  future 
light-rail,  extending  the  King  Street  line 
from  Mission  Bay  into  the  Mission? 
Potential  conflicts  between  bicycles  and 
industrial  track  loading  need  to  be  avoid¬ 
ed,  and  the  major  intersections  along 
Division  Street  (at  Bryant,  Potrero  and 
Townsend)  need  special  attentioa 
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FRI/YIER,  6 

Rodolfo  Hosier  was  born  in  Santiago  de  Cuba  in  1958 
and  since  1968  lives  in  Barcelona.  He  studied  Letters  at 
University  of  Lausanne,  Switzerland.  He  is  the  author  of: 
Poemas  de  arena  (ed.  E.R.,  Barcelona,  1982),  Tratado  <!■ 
licantropia  (Endvmion,  Madrid,  1988),  Elleife,  Aula  de  Poesfa 
de  Barcelona  1992  Prize  (ed.  El  Bardo,  Barcelona,  1993)  y 
Poemas  de  la  rue  de  Zurich  (Miguel  Gomez  Ediciones,  Malajja, 
2000).  His  book  Paisaje,  tiempo  azul  will  be  published  oy 
Aldus  publishing  house  of  Mexico  D.F.  in  2001. A  selection 
of  his  poetry  was  published  by  La  Vigia  publishing  house  of 
Matanzas,  Cuba,  in  1998. 
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COCKTAILS 
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Pool  Tables 
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16th  &  Caff  It. 


Ibarra  Brothers  Printing 

TYPESETTING  •  DESIGN  •  PRINTING 

Giant  Color 
w  Banners  &  | 
posters 

*  up  to  3ft  x  1 2ft  1 


Invoices  ♦  Flyers  •  Logos 
Letterheads  •  Envelopes 
•  Postcards  ♦  Magazines  •  Newsletters  •  Labels 
Samps  •  Business  Cards  •  Presentation  Folders 


1009  Valencia  (at  2 1st) 

Ph;  826-6700  FX:  826-6701 


mi/zion 

ONE  HOUH  PHOTO 


We  are  the  source  of  Carnaual  SF  parade  photos 
(over  3000  photos  every  year!) 


FREE  FILM  with  developing  on  Sundays!  U6pnnt 


min. 


Qne.  Hour: 

color  film  develop  3x5.  4x6.  4x6 
full  frame  with  borders! 

Instant: 

.  passport  &  immigration  photos 

print  to  print  service  -  enlarge  &  reduce 


Overnight: 

black  &  white  proof  sheets 

1-3  days: 

enlargements  to  20"x30'  t 

2  days: 

slides  &  b/w  develop  &  print 


2859  Mission  Street 
(between  24th  S.  25th) 


(415)  648-6698 


Monday  to  Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 


9:30  -  6  30 
10:00  -  6  00 
11  00 -5:30 


Author  Michael  Nava 


Rag  &  Bone 

Author  Michael  Nava  will  be  at 
Encantada  Gallery  on  April  22  to 
talk  about  his  latest  novel,  Rag  & 
Bone,  the  final  novel  in  the  mystery  series 
featuring  gay  Chicano  attorney  Henry 
Rios.  Things  do  not  start  off  well  for  Rios 
this  time:  in  fact,  he  has  a  heart  attack  and 
collapses  in  court.  While  recuperating 
uncomfortably  with  the  sobering  knowl¬ 
edge  that  twenty  percent  of  his  heart  has 
been  destroyed,  the  solitary  Rios  becomes 
the  center  of  a  growing  nontraditional  and 
dysfunctional  family  with  a  set  of  prob¬ 
lems  to  challenge  both  Rios’  legal  skills 
and  the  eighty  percent  of  his  heart  that 
remains.  Fortunately  for  him  he  hooks  up 
with  John,  an  ex-baseball  player  who  gets 
him  through  the  torturous  personal  crisis. 

Elena,  his  lesbian  ex-nun  sister  who  is 
reconciled  to  Heniy  during  his  recovery, 
must  turn  to  him  for  help  when  Vicky,  the 
daughter  she  abandoned  over  twenty  years 
ago,  shows  up  with  her  young  son  Angel 
on  Elena’s  doorstep.  Vicky  tells  her 
estranged  mother  she  is  fleeing  her  abusive 
gangbanger  husband  Pete. 

Circumstances  put  Vicky  and  Angel 
in  Henry’s  home.  The  good  news  is  she’s 
no  longer  a  crackhead;  the  bad  news  is  she 
has  definite  negative  views  on  Rios’  life 
style.  At  one  point  Angel  calls  his 
granduncle  a  joto  and  you  wonder  just  how 
much  more  the  poor  guy  can  take.  A  lot 
more,  it  seems.  Pete  is  found  shot  to  death 
and  Vicky  confesses  to  the  crime.  Rios, 
rather  than  crumbling,  comes  out  swinging 
as  he  is  now  in  his  element,  the  legal  arena. 
In  defending  his  niece  (who  the  reader 
knows  from  the  beginning  has  been  unjust¬ 
ly  accused)  Rios  exhibits  all  the  cynicism 
and  toughness  of  the  hard-boiled  types  that 
populate  the  mystery  genre. 

Nava,  himself  a  lawyer,  handles  the 
tricky  business  of  mixing  social  commen¬ 
tary  and  popular  fiction  with  skill.  He 
avoids  pontificating  and  his  characters 
have  some  substance;  they  are  not  merely 
vehicles  for  the  author’s  opinions.  Heniy 
Rios  is  also  likeable  and  multifaceted.  His 
views  on  the  Catholic  Church,  the  three 
strikes  laws,  the  family  and  AIDS  all  come 
naturally  from  the  character  and  are  inte¬ 
grated  into  the  plot.  Like  many  crime  fic¬ 
tion  protagonists  he  is  a  world-weary 
loner,  alienated  in  this  case  from  his  cul¬ 
ture  that  does  not  fully  accept  his  sexuali¬ 
ty.  Rios’  world-weariness  comes  in  part 
from  a  kind  of  survivor’s  guilt  of  one  who 


has  lived  through  the  AIDS  epidemic 
when  his  partner  has  not. 

Rag  and  Bone  deals  intelligently  with 
a  range  of  contemporary  themes  and  man¬ 
ages  to  be  a  good  mystery  at  the  same 
time. 


A  Movie  in  My 
Pillow/  Una  Pelicula 
en  mi  Almohada 

Jorge  Argueta  is  a  doer.  He’s  constant¬ 
ly  reading  his  poetry,  organizing  read¬ 
ings  or  publishing  chapbooks.  A 
Movie  in  My  Pillow/  Una  Pelicula  en  mi 
Almohada  is  his  first  book  for  children. 
Beautifully  and  profusely  illustrated  in  the 
fantastic  whimsical  style  of  Elizabeth 
Gomez,  this  book  of  short  autobiographi¬ 
cal  poems  describes  the  impact  of  war  and 
loss  of  homeland  on  the  author  as  a  young 
boy.  Argueta  and  his  father  fled  El 
Salvador’s  civil  war  in  80s. 

Besides  being  a  work  any  child  can 
enjoy  and  learn  from,  A  Movie  in  My 
Pillow  would  make  a  good  book  for  public 
schools  where  immigrant  and  non-immi¬ 
grant  children  must  struggle  to  understand 
one  another. 

For  non-immigrant  children,  little  has 
been  written  that  expresses  what  it  means 
to  be  in  midst  of  a  civil  war,  certainly 
nothing  as  immediate  and  powerful  as 

"With  the  War”: 

Streets 

became  so  lonely 
Doors 

were  made  of  metal 
Wind 

kept  on  howling 
And 

we  neverwent  out  to  play 

For  kids  adjusting  to  a  new  life  in  this 
country,  poems  like  Wonders  of  the  City 
tell  them  they  are  not  alone  in  their  sense 
of  strangeness:  Here  chickens  come/  in 
plastic  bags/  Over  there/  they  slept  beside 
me. 


The  book  covers  the  full  range  of  the 
Salvadoran  immigrant  experience  during 
the  upheavals  of  the  80s.  There  are  light¬ 
hearted  poems  about  just  being  a  kid  in  a 
new  town  and  some  very  moving  ones 
about  being  reunited  with  his  mother  and 
other  members  of  his  family. 

Argueta’s  skill  lies  in  conveying  his 
own  childhood  experiences  as  seen 
through  a  child’s  eye,  an  introspective  gift 
most  often  found  in  poets.  He  is  also  adept 
at  making  complex  subjects  understand¬ 
able  to  very  young  readers  by  directly  and 
honestly  sharing  his  own  feelings  rather 
than,  as  in  the  case  of  many  children’s 
books,  merely  oversimplifying. 

A  Movie  in  My  Pillow/Una  Pelicula 
en  Mi  Almohada  is  available  from  the  pub¬ 
lisher,  the  Mission-based  Children’s  Book 
Press  at  2211  Mission  Street  (e-mail 
cbookpres@cbookpress.org). 
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Letters  to 
the  Editor 


We  unbuilt  this  city 

Editor: 

The  city  was  rebuilt  rapidly  after  the 
1906  earthquake  and  general  conflagration 
by  the  traditional  builders,  the  private  sec¬ 
tor.  That  feat  gave  us  the  saying,  “The  City 
that  Knows  How.” 

Then,  twenty  odd  years  ago  when 
housing  started  to  get  a  bit  tight,  the  Board 
of  Supes,  in  their  infinite  wisdom,  recog¬ 
nizing  the  private  sector’s  great  power  to 
accomplish  the  task,  gave  them  an  offer 
they  couldn’t  rationally  refuse.  The  city 
said  “please  build  much  more  housing  and 
in  return,  we  will  tell  you  to  whom  you  can 
rent,  how  much  you  can  charge,  what  great 
amount  you  must  pay  lawyers  to  evict  a 
tenant  who  is  not  working  out,  where  you 
can  build,  what  you  can  build,  whom  to 
hire  to  build  it,  how  much  you  must  pay 
them,  and  how  you  must  operate  your 
building. 

In  addition,  we  will  charge  you  many 
extra  fees,  we  will  delay  construction  with 
incredible  amounts  of  paper  work  and 
innumerable  hearings,  both  governmental 
and  public.  For  the  long  run,  we  will  limit 
any  rent  increases  to  two  thirds  of  the  cost 
of  living  so  that  the  longer  someone  stays, 
the  further  behind  you  will  fall  in  trying  to 
keep  the  cash  flow  in  balance.  Of  course, 
we  will  increase  your  property  tax  to  the 
limit  each  year.  Remember  that  we  may 
wish  to  impose  new  regulations  in  future, 
retroactively  if  at  all  possible. 

For  some  unknown  reason,  investors 
have  not  been  eager  to  plunk  down  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  to  build 
rental  housing.  About  all  you  see  being 
built  are  condos,  single  dwelling  units, 
live-work  [which  are  not  subject  to  rent 
control  and  are  given  dispensations  from 
many  bureaucratic  requirements],  and 
government  housing  [which  is  built  in  a 
slap-dash  way  at  great  expense  to  the  tax¬ 
payer,  receives  any  variances  they  ask  for 
and  falls  apart  in  thirty  years] 

We  must  convince  the  private  sector 
that  the  city  can  micro-manage  their  prop¬ 
erties  much  better  than  they  can,  so  that 
they  can  rebuild  every  thirty  years  as  the 
city  does. 

James  Keefer 


Class  enemy  or  class  clown? 

Editor: 

Joan  Holden  (no  relation)  in  the 
March  ‘01  edition  of  the  New  Mission 
News  (www.sfmissioncom)  recounts  her 
travails  with  Prop  H.  But  there  seems  to 
be  a  big  disconnect  Perhaps  you  could 
help  me  (or  her)  work  this  out: 

Referring  to  Prop  H  (elimination  of 
repair  increases  for  tenants),  she  says,  “a 
better  way  to  protect  renters,  as  opposed  to 
punishing  landlords,  would  be  to  broaden 
rent  control  to  cover  more  of  the  city’s 
housing  stock.”  So  I  guess  she  opposes 
(most  of  the  provisions  of)  Prop  H  — 
because  itt’s  punitive  to  landlords;  but 
thinks  that  putting  more  landlords  under 
that  same  law  —  she  which  decries  -  is 


less  punitive?  Did  you  leave  out  part  of 
the  fax? 

This  is  a  disturbing  bit  of  throw-the- 
vicious-dog-a-bone  behavior  on  her  part; 
as  Supervisor  Chris  Daly  has  proposed 
soon  extending  Rent  Control  to  post-1979 
buildings.  Ms.Holden  thinks  it  might  be 
OK  if  it  were  control-free  for  up  to  thirty 
years.  However,  that’s  not  what  is  on  the 
table  (‘79  =  22  yrs.),  or  what  will  happen 
(The  politicians  want  some  action  now.) 
Aral  to  lend  her  considerable  good  name  to 
an  idea  with  that  momentum  is  all  but 
feeding  the  mastiff. 

Now  Daly’s  proposal  is  wrong  on  two 
counts.  I  was  here  when  they  made  that 
bargain;  and  it  promised  developers  if  you 
build  here,  we  won’t  penalize  you  with 
rent  control.  So  it’s  about  another  white 
man’s  promise.  But  secondly,  not  another 
stick  of  private  rental  housing  will  be  built 
in  this  city.  Why  risk  having  the  City 
come  along,  break  promises,  jeopardize 
one’s  investment  (and  gawd  knows  what 
else  they’ll  do),  when  it’s  simpler  and  less 
risky  to  just  build  condos  (condos  can 
[potentially]  be  rented,  with  rent  control 
protections  more  easily  skirted,  but  just  as 
likely  they’ll  be  sold). 

She  goes  on  to  decry  Prop  N  while 
endorsing  the  (almost  identical)  Bierman 
legislature  But  by  this  time,  her  head  is 
spinning  so  fast  trying  to  talk  out  of  both 
sides  of  her  mouth  that  the  spotlight  of 
attention  has  drifted  on  to  another  ring.  So 
much  for  the  show. 

Sincerely,  Peter  Holden 


Dixon’s  not  dour 

Editor. 

I  was  as  delighted  to  see  so  much  of 
Jane  Dixon’s  writing  in  the  New  Mission 
News.  She  is  a  great  counterpoint  to  the 
sometimes-dour  Victor  Miller.  I’m  glad 
that  Victor  is  there  and  fighting  his  neces¬ 
sary  fight,  but  the  paper  needed  the  spark 
that  she  gives  it.  What  a  nice  outlet  for  her 
as  well.  She  seems  to  be  having  fun.  I’ll  be 
picking  up  the  paper  more  now  that  I  know 
I  can  be  introduced  to  new  food  possibili¬ 
ties  from  my  old  neighborhood,  described 
in  such  an  enjoyable  way. 

Bob  Burnside 


Satan  bites 

Editor. 

I  like  the  New  Mission  News.  As  a 
life-long  resident  of  the  Mission  I  enjoy 
the  position  the  paper  takes  in  our  commu¬ 
nity.  Unfortunately  I’m  also  a  life-long 
cyclist  and  the  cyclist  mentioned  in  the 
recent  Silicon  Satan  column  “who  had 
been  squished  on  our  city’s  streets”  was  a 
friend  of  mine.  THE  LOWER  CLASSES 
ARE  SPIRITUALLY  LACKING  -  This  is 
a  load  of  crap.  Although  it  is  a  sarcastic 
attempt  at  a  point  -  it  fails  so  miserably  to 
be  nothing  but  offensive  (it  takes  a  lot  to 
offend  me). 

— Johnny  Two  Wheelss 

Mr.  Satan  responds  Johnny  Two 
Wheels?  A  unicycle  would  be  more  appro¬ 
priate  for  a  clown  like  you.  As  quite  a  few 
cyclists  have  been  squished  on  our  city's 
streets  in  recent  years,  it's  a  long  leap  of 
logic  to  assume  that  I  was  referring  specif¬ 
ically  to  your  "friend.  ”  So  your  little  show 
of  self-righteous  indignation  falls  flat. 

Editor 

This  is  to  inform  you  that  anyone  and 
everyone  who  was  going  to  laugh  at 


Silicon  Satan  already  has. 

Honor  Quain 

Mr.  Satan  responds:  Damn!  And  I  so 
wanted  to  make  the  stupid  people  laugh 
too!  Sorry  1  let  you  down. 

Tom  Foolery 

Editor 

We  did  manage  to  elect  a  Supervisor 
for  District  9,  which  covers  the  Mission,  St 
Mary’s  Park  and  Bernal  Heights.  So  we 


have  his  highness  Tom  Ammiano,  and 
what  has  he  done  for  the  Mission? 

Two  dangerous  intersections,  24th  and 
Mission  and  26th  and  Harrison  -  NOTH¬ 
ING.  Mission  Street  and  24th  Street  filthy 
sidewalks  -  NOTHING.  Whores  on  Capp 
Street.  -  STILL  THERE.  Drug  Dealing 
24th  Street  and  Mission  Street  -  BUSI¬ 
NESS  AS  USUAL.  Park  at  23rd  and  Treat 
-  NOT  IN  OUR  LIFETIME.  New  Sex 
Worker  legislation  -  1JNABLE  TO  GET  A 
COPY  FROM  HIS  OFFICE.  Mission 
Parking  on  Sidewalks  (proposed)  -SHOT 
DOWN.  Isn’t  it  great  having  someone 
looking  after  the  neighborhood? 

Ron  Noriin 


MIKE’S  LIQUORS 
2499  MISSION  @21st 
550-0816 

OPEN  EVERY  DAY 


9AM  to  2AM 


3120  -16th  Street 

431-4009 


Monday-Thursday:  11-3  pm,  5-10  pm 
Friday:  11-5  pm,  5-11  pm  Saturday:  11-11  pm  Sunday:  5-10  pm 


3292  -22nd  Street 

282-8067 
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Dear  Library  Lady: 

Will  the  Mission  Library  have  any 
activities  for  children  during  Spring 
Break? 

Looking  for  Some  Free  Kiddie 
Entertainment 


Dear  Free  Kiddie  Entertainment: 


noon  Many  countries  celebrate  the  Day 
of  the  Child  but  in  1996  teachers  and 
librarians  in  the  Southwest  started  a  move¬ 
ment  to  celebrate  April  30th  as  Dia  de  los 
nifios/Dia  de  los  libros.  This  celebration 
of  childhood  and  bilingual  literacy  links  all 
children  to  books,  languages,  and  cultures. 
Our  regularly  scheduled  Family 
Storytimes  and  crafts  on  April  28  will 
reflect  these  themes.  Join  the  celebration! 


10-10  Monday-Saturday 
10-8  Sunday 


900  Valencia  Street  at  20th 
415.282.1901 
dogearedbooks.com 


•  • 
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Holliday’s  HAIR  HAIR  HAIR 
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Cuts  &  Styling  »  Color  •  Highlights 
Deep  Conditioning  Treatment 


f* 


Quality 
Products  and 
Excellent  Service 
for  Women  &  Men 


3166  -llnd  Street  (at  Mission)  811-9430 


Featuring 

Niman-Schell 
all  natural  beef 
cheesesteaks,  burgers, 
chicken  &  vegetarian, 
frier  &  onion  rings 

Open  every  day 
from  11am  to  10  pm 


3285  -21st  Street  @  Valencia  •  •  •  •  285-5200 


Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a  special  program  that  may  meet  your 
special  financial  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program  can  help  you 
get  a  loan  faster  than  you  think!  Our  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are 
more  affordable,  especially  for  families  with  limited  annual  household  income  and 
for  small  businesses  with  limited  capital. 

FEATURES/BENEFITS 

Purtrnsp  of  Loan  Education, Job  Training,  Personal  (family  emergency 
needs) ,  Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial 
Vehicle  (e.g.  Truck)  with  commercial  registration 

Clean  Credit  History,  Annual  Household  Income  of 
$17,000  or  less  for  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal;  or 
Initial  Capital  of  $30,000,  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 
Up  to  $15,000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 
Up  to  84  months 

5.75%  Annual  Percentage  Rate  Fixed* 

*  For  example,  on  a  loan  of  $5000,  with  an  84-month  term, 
monthly  payment  is  $72.45 

Please  contact  Bank  of  Canton  California  Loan  Representatives  to 
find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 

San  Francisco/Bay  Area:  415/391-8912  •  415/421-5215 

415/989-4088  •  415/681-5333 


Qualifications 


Loan  Amount 
Repayment 

Interest  Rate 


£r(B) 

LENOER  mMr 


RANK  OF  CANTON 
OF  CALIFORNIA  . 


A  Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 

Established  in  1 937  Member  FDIC 

U We  reserve  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  practices,  current 
rate,  and  requirements  at  any  time  without  notice. 


April  is  a  very  literary  month  that 
includes  National  Poetry  Month, 
National  Library  Week,  National 
TV  Turnoff  Week,  and  the  Day  of  the 
Child/Day  of  the  Book.  Besides  regular 
children’s  programming,  there  will  also  be 
a  few  extra  children’s  programs  at  the 
Mission  Library. 

On  Wednesday,  April  11  at  2  p.m., 
Crissy  Field  Center  will  be  sponsoring 
Linking  Parks  and  People.  Has  your 
child  ever  asked  where  the  water  goes  after 
the  toilet  flushes?  Through  fun  hands-on 
activities,  children  will  learn  how  wetlands 
such  as  Crissy  Field  help  keep  water  clean, 
recreate  the  urban  water  system,  and  keep 
drinking  water  safe  and  clean. 

On  Thursday,  April  19  at  4  p.m., 
Cascada  de  Flores  will  perform  as  part  of 
San  Francisco  Public  Library’s 
Multicultural  Festival.  The  entire  family 
will  enjoy  this  Mexican  and  Cuban  musi¬ 
cal  extravaganza. 

On  Saturday,  April  21  at  12  noon. 
Children’s  Book  Press  will  be  sponsoring 
an  art  workshop  by  Maya  Christina 
Gonzalez.  She  has  illustrated  many  bilin¬ 
gual  children’s  books  in  the  library's  col¬ 
lection  such  as  Laughing  Tomatoes  and 
Other  Spring  Poems  and  Prietita  and 
the  Ghost  Woman.  There  has  already 
been  acclaim  for  her  latest  work,  My  Very 
Own  Room. 

On  Friday,  April  27  at  4  p.m.  join  us 
for  a  special  viewing  of  Patricia  Polacco’s 
Aunt  Chip  and  the  Great  Triple  Creek 
Dam  Affair  and  reading  of  Suzanne 
Williams’  Library  Lil  in  honor  of 
National  TV  Turnoff  Week. 

On  Saturday,  April  28  join  us  for 
Family  Storytime  in  English  at  11:30  am. 
and  Family  Storytime  in  Spanish  at  12 


Hie  Mission  Library’s  regular  pro¬ 
grams  are  as  follows: 

Preschool  Storytime  is  every  Tuesday  - 
at  10:30  am.  for  ages  3-5. 

Preschool  Videos  are  every  first 
Wednesday  of  the  month  at  10: 15  am.  and 
11:00  a.m.  for  ages  3-5.  The  videos  for 
Wednesday,  April  4,  2001  are  Angus  and 
the  Ducks,  Mole  and  the  Lollipop,  and 
Noisy  Nora. 

Family  Storytime  in  English  is  every 
Saturday  at  11:30  am. 

Family  Storytime  in  Spanish  is  every 
Saturday  at  12:00  noon  A  short  craft 
activity  for  all  the  participants  follows 
Spanish  storytime. 

Every  San  Francisco  Public  Library 
issues  a  Children’s  Programs  Flyer  each 
month.  Make  sure  to  get  your  copy  so  you 
don’t  miss  all  this  free  entertainment. 

Remember  to  take  home  some  more 
free  entertainment  with  your  library  card. 

The  library  has  books,  magazines,  videos, 
cassettes,  books-on-tape,  and  CD’s  for 
adults,  teens,  and  children  Take  advan¬ 
tage  of  them  and  entertain  yourselves  dur¬ 
ing  Spring  Break  and  all-year-round! 

Happy  Reading! 

The  Library  Lady 


You  can  send  a  question  directly  to  Library 
Lady,  c/o  The  New  Mission  News,  2388 
21st  Street  #202,  San  Francisco,  CA 
941110,  or  feel  free  to  email  her  at 
Librarylady@sfpl.  lib.  ca.  us 


times 


modern 

April  Events: 


bookstore 


4/9  and  4/23  Doug  Dowd’s 
Economics  Course 


4/ 1 2  Antonia  Young 
Women  Who 
Become  Men 


4/13  Slavoj  Zizek 
Did  Somebody  Say 
Totalitarianism? 


4/17  Sahara  Sunday  Spain 
if  there  would  be  no  light 


4/18  Edward  Hasbrouck 
The  Practical  Nomad  Guide  to 
the  Online  Travel  Marketplace 


4/25  Denise  Chavez 
Loving  Pedro  Infante 


4/26  Christopher  Hitchens 
The  Trial  of  Henry  Kissinger 


Our  Indie  Press  of  the 
Month  is  LAST  GASP 

Join  them  for  two 
separate  press  parties 
on  4/ 1  I  and  4/20! 


All  Last  Gasp 
books  25%  off  during 
the  month  of  April 


888  Valencia  Street  @  20th 
San  Francisco.  CA  94110 
282-9246  www.mtbs.com 


New  Mission  News 


APRIL  2001  25 


Richard  Pitt 


The  continuing  controversy  over  vaccinations 


In  the  last  few  months  English  newspa¬ 
pers  and  television  have  had  a  vigorous 
debate  over  the  possible  risks  of  the 
Measles,  Mumps  and  Rubella  vaccine 
(known  as  MMR). 

Many  parents  in  England  have  chosen 
not  to  have  their  children  vaccinated  with 
the  MMR  vaccine  because  of  reported 
risks  of  links  to  autism  and  bowel  disease. 
Other  parents  have  sought  to  get  separate 
vaccines  for  each  of  the  diseases  of 
Measles,  Mumps  and  Rubella,  although 
the  British  National  Health  Service  does 
not  supply  them 

Some  doctors  have  said  that  the  qual¬ 
ity  of  individual  vaccines  is  not  as  good  as 
the  combined  vaccine.  They  cite  a  14-year 
follow-up  study  of  children  immunized 
with  MMR  in  Finland,  which  found  only 
173  potentially  serious  reactions  in  1.8 
million  children  vaccinated.  The  most 
serious  were  three  cases  of  encephalitis,  an 
inflammation  of  the  braia  The  authors  of 
the  study  say  they  found  no  cases  of. 
inflammatory  bowel  disease  or  autism 
linked  to  MMR. 

The  debate  has  been  fueled  by 
research  by  Dr.  Andrew  Wakefield,  who 
published  a  report  in  the  British  medical 
journal.  The  Lancet ,  in  1998,  linking  the 
vaccine  to  autism  and  bowel  disease. 

The  striking  divergence  in  opinion 
shows  that  substantially  more  research 
needs  to  be  done  to  verify  or  refute  the 
asserted  link.  Another  paper  by  Dr. 


Wakefield  is  expected  to  question  the  clin¬ 
ical  trials  that  were  carried  out  to  ensure 
the  safety  and  efficacy  of  the  combined 
MMR  before  it  was  licensed  in  1992.  One 
of  the  main  contentions  is  that  follow-up 
data  was  collected  over  too  short  a  period, 
a  claim  that  can  be  made  against  all  vac¬ 
cine  research.  In  general,  any  incidence  of 
reaction  after  72  hours  is  not  attributed  to 
the  vaccine,  however  serious  the  condi¬ 
tion.  Therefore,  it  is  possible  that  more 
long-term  effects,  such  as  autism  or 
impairment  of  mental  and  physical  devel¬ 
opment,  could  be  at  least  partly  due  to  vac¬ 
cines  but  are  never  connected  with  them  in 
any  way. 

It  is  interesting  that  in  the  USA  the 
incidence  of  autism  and  behavioral  condi¬ 
tions  such  as  ADD  or  ADHD  have  dra¬ 
matically  increased  in  the  last  20  years. 
The  number  of  children  requiring  special 
teaching  requirements  has  also  increased 
considerably. 

Therefore,  in  order  to  find  any  con¬ 
nection  between  vaccines  and  these  condi¬ 
tions,  a  comprehensive  long-term  study 
will  have  to  honestly  explore  all  the  issues. 
This  is  not  easy,  given  the  importance  of 
vaccines  and  the  challenge  of  getting  all 
children  vaccinated.  Anything  that  instills 
fear  into  parents  and  makes  them  more 
reluctant  to  have  their  children  vaccinated 
may  be  avoided  by  researchers.  However, 
as  this  issue  keeps  coming  up,  serious 
research  will  be  required  to  reveal  the 
truth. 


A  l  HOSPITAL 


A  Tradition  of 
Community 
Healthcare 
in  the  Heart 
of  San  Francisco 
for  128  Years 


Centrally  Located 
with  Available  Parking 

St.  Luke's  Hospital 

Cesar  Chavez  at  Valencia 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

www.stlukes-sl.org 


Comprehensive 
Services  Include: 

•24  Hour  Emergency 
Department 
•Medical/Surgical 

•  Maternal/Child 

•  Diabetes  Education 
Program  (ADA  approved)  * 

•  Mental  Health  Program 

•  Integrative  Center  for 
Culture  and  Healing 

For  More  Information 
Call: 

•  Referral  and  Information 

415-821-DOCS 

(415-821-3627) 

•  Maternity  Information 

415-626-BABY 

(415-626-2229) 

•  Outpatient  Pharmacy 

415-641-6550 

•  Diabetes  Education 
Center 

415-641-6826 

•  M.OrM. 

Millennium  Occupational  Medicine 

415-641-6406 

A  private  community 
hospital  accepting 
most  insurance  plans 
including  Medicare 
and  Medi-Cal. 
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MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 

Cafe  Arguello  is  the  Mission’s  newest 
Spanish  cuisine  restaurant  off  one  but 
offers  not  one  but  three  different  types  of 
paellas:  vegetarian,  meatless  and  the  awe¬ 
some  Paella  Valencia  which  includes 
chicken,  pork,  chorizo,  calamari,  mussels, 
shrimp  and  peas  and  more.  One  word 
appraisal  of  this  dish: WOW!  And  of 
course  they  have  tapas  but  priced  at  a 
moderate  $4-6. 

Cafe  Arguello  is,  so  far,  a  very  well 
kept  secret  and  you  can  still  get  a  table 
without  waiting  in  line  -  a  situation  that 
will  probably  change  when  word  gets 
around  about  this  great  place.  So  check  it 
out  now. 

Cafe  Arguello  is  located  at  1499 
Valencia  @  26th  Street.  Call  643-3160  for 
hours  and  reservations.. 


Mission  Merchants 
Association 

General  Meeting 

Thursday 

APRIL  19 
Noon 


Upate  on  Bart  Plaza 
improvements 

All  local  merchants  welcome 


TO  JOIN  MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 
CALI  979-4171 


You 

are  welcome  at  Mission  Dental 

Building 

' 

for  all  phases  of  dentistry. 

,  2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 

> 

T 

OR/en  Monday  - Saturday  .  9 

-  5  hP 

Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.D.S.  Peter  V.  RengstortC  D.D.S. 

Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S.  Ramona  L  Lauron,  R.D.H. 

HealthTech  Summer  Program 

Looking  for  a  change 
and  a  future... 

Discover  a  career  In  Health  Care 


Here’s  is  your  chance  to  receive  formal  training,  financial  support.  City 
College  tuitions,  books  and  job  placement  assistance,  at  no  cost  to  you. 

JVS,  WJET,  UCSF,  and  City  College  of  San  Francisco  have  developed 
a  full  time  program  that  will  provide  you  with  the  training  necessary  to 
help  you  build  a  career  with  excellent  income,  benefits,  and  advancement 
opportunities. 

Orientation  meetings  will  be  held  at  the  dates  and  times  listed  below  for 
the  HealthTech  training  program.  The  orientations  will  describe  in  detail 
all  of  the  benefits  the  students  will  receive.  All  meetings  will  be  held  at 
WJET,  333  Schwerin  Street,  San  Francisco. 


Orientation  Dates: 


4/11 

Wednesday 

11  am 

4/16 

Monday 

1  pm 

4/19 

Thursday 

5  pm 

4/24 

Tuesday 

1  pm 

4/28 

Saturday 

11  am 

If  you  would  like  to  attend  an  orientation  or  haveany  questions 
please  contact  Tyrell  Jackson  at  (415)  782-6229. 

This  Prognm  a  off. nd  throu&i  tuning  racanad  bom  ths  MASsm  sod  Hors  Houftt  Foundation 


77  Geary  Street,  Suite  401,  San  Francisco,  CA  94108  |  Tel  (4 IS)  391-3600 
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parilcloating  in 

Eyedares 
tood  drive 
3199 16th  St  J 
San  Francisco' 
415.241.0240 


Casanova 


LOUNGE 


527  Valencia,  San  Francisco 
415.863.9328 


Taqueria  San  Jose 

2839  Mission  St./24th  St.  •  (415)  282-0283 

UN  NLJEVO  CONCETTO  DE  SERVICIO^ 

Nuestra  Experiencia  desde  1980  


Sandwiches:  $2.75 

Turkey,  Ham  and  Cheese, 
Pastrami 

Fruit  Salads:  $3.25 

Combination  of  Fruits 

Milkshakes:  $2.25 

Chocolate,  Vanilla,  j£n 
Strawberry  / 

Ice  Cream:  * — 3 

Strawberry,  Cookies  ‘n’ 
Cream,  Vanilla,  Chocolate, 
Caramel  Pralines,  Chocolate 
Chip,  Mint  Chip 
(Cone):  $75  •  (Cup):  $2.25 

Frozen  Drinks:$1.75 

Coffee,  Mocha,  Cappuccino 

Juices:  $1.99 

Apple,  Grapefruit, 

Pineapple,  Celery,  Orange, 
Watermelon,  Melon, 
Cantaloupe  , 

__ 

WtiSS] 


Fra*  ic*  cream  with  your  order 


En  su  orden  de  Compra  pida 
una  NIEVE  Gratis 


Smoothies:  $2.50 

Banana,  Strawberry, 
Orange,  Pineapple  or 
mixture  of  your  choice 

Pastries:  $0.75 

Muffin,  Danish 

Hot  Drinks:  $1.50 

Coffee,  Hot  Chocolate 

Wine:  $3.25 

Cabernet,  Fetzer, 
Zinfandel 


Beer:  $2.75 

Genuine  Draft, 

Sierra  Nevada,  Red  Tail  Ale, 
Boont  Amberale 

Salads  $1.85 

Ranch,  Thousand,  Caesar, 
Bleu  Cheese 


Seafood  Salads: 

Crab  Meat . $5.50 

Shrimp . $5.50 

Red  Snapper . . $5.50 

Abalone . $5.50 

Combination . $6.50 
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Poems 

1  the  Month 

edited  by  La  Huerfana 

San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas 

On  my  second  night  in  Chiapas, 
gunfire  awakens  me  at  5 
as  if  the  shots  are  coming 
from  the  next  room, 
blasting  through  the  convent  wall. 

I  fumble  for  my  glasses, 

pull  on  drawstring  pants  and  sandals 

and  wait  in  the  dark. 

Lying  on  the  cool  stone  floor 
between  twin  beds, 

I  imagine  what  I  will  tell  my  mother 
when  I  call  her  from  the  embassy. 

Once  she  went  to  Havana 

seeking  holiday  sun 

but  found  the  Cuban  revolution. 

In  a  room  named  for 
Bartolome  de  las  Casas, 
a  martyred  Dominican  friar, 

I  wonder  who  might  rescue  me, 
or  shoot  me. 

An  hour  passes; 
the  explosions  stop. 

Am  I  the  posada's  only  guest? 

I  creep  across  the  courtyard 
to  the  kitchen 

where  the  cook  prepares  breakfast. 

She  does  not  look  up 
as  she  beats  the  eggs. 

A  radio  in  the  comer  broadcast  the  news. 
My  Spanish  consists  of  "no  ice," 

"too  expensive,"  "delicious," 

"  thank  you," 

the  words  of  a  tourist. 

Now  I  listen  for  hints 
of  danger,  imagining  bloodshed. 

Another  woman  arrives  unharmed  but 
says  nothing. 

I  walk  unevenly  to  town, 
looking  for  signs  of  violence  on  the 
crooked,  narrow  streets, 
too  tired  to  tour  native  villages 
and  meet  shamans,  as  I  had  planned. 
Everywhere  I  go, 
on  the  sides  of  buildings 
the  government  has  painted 
"afto  de  la  paz  y  reconciliacion," 
but  still  the  Zapatistas  hide 
in  the  lush  forests, 
refusing  to  be  reconciled. 

Embarrassed  by  what  I  cannot  see, 
it  takes  me  days  to  ask  about  the  gunfire, 
whether  there  has  been  another  skirmish 
in  the  undeclared  war. 


Sitting  in  the  tranquil  town  square 
where  we  sip  bitter  coffee  all  afternoon, 
I  ask  a  woman  from  New  Zealand 
about  the  explosions. 

"Those  are  firecrackers," 
she  says,  laughing, 

"The  priests  set  them  off." 

There  was  no  revolution, 
only  a  bus  strike. 

I  left  the  highlands 

in  the  cab  of  a  pickup  track, 

cruising  through  the  barricades. 

Diana  J.  Wynne 


About  Waiting 

In  All  Things  Of  Existence 

Invisible  Moderation  At  Times 
The  Growing  Spirit  Naturally  Flows 
Among  Things  Of  Livelihood 
Ends  For  New  Beginnings 
While  The  Soul  Of  Sleep 
Wide  And  Loud 

Now  For  My  Body 
Entangled  In  The  Real 
All  Things  Alive  Among  Beings 
Celebrating  With  Inclining  Hands 
Washing  Away  What  May  Come  Ahead 
Maybe  I'm  Coy 
To  This  Changing  Sphere 
So  New  And  Old  To  All  Things  To  Be 
Invisible  Moderation 
The  Thing  So  Close 
Loving  Protection 
Guidance  Of  Dreams 
Times  Getting  Clear 
Believing  In  Salvation 

For  Things  And  Beings 
As  We  Might  Reach  The  Freedom 
Surviving  Alive  Wondering  Now 
Stars  Still  Fall  In  The  Wide  Spaces 

Maritsananda  di  Meglio 


Low  Fee 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

New  College  of  California 
COMMUNITY  COUNSELING 
CENTER 

Experienced  Therapist  Interns 
providing  individual,  couples  and 
family  therapy  to  the  community. 

Ill  Valencia  Street 

(415)  437-3456 
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Robert  Leaver 


CHICANO  POWER! 

The  re-emergence  of  Carlos 
Santana  as  a  phenomenally  popu¬ 
lar  reck  artist  came  at  a  time  when 
Latin  Rock  (Rock  efl  Espafiol)  was  explod¬ 
ing  into  the  mainstream-  the  perfect  time 
for  the  Godfather  of  this  genre  to  step  to 
center  stage  and  take  his  kudos.  As  Latino 
musicians  from  all  comers  of  the  Americas 
are  experimenting  with  hip-hop,  funk, 
dance  hall  reggae,  and  ska,  they  must  take 
note  of  their  predecessors  and  the  multi¬ 
cultural  milieu  from  which  they  arose. 

Los  Angeles  and  San  Francisco  fig¬ 
ured  pre-eminently  as  breeding  grounds 
for  a  potent  mix  of  Rock,  Soul,  and  Salsa. 
Los  Angeles  had  what  was  called  the 
“Eastside  Sound”  that  dominated  the 
growing  Chicano  barrios  of  the  Southland 
in  the  sixties  and  created  the  soundtrack  to 
daily  street  life  as  lowriders  blasted  the 
popular  songs.  Asserting  their  indepen¬ 
dence  from  their  immigrant  parents  and  an 
affinity  to  American  popular  culture, 
Chicano  youth  donned  brown  berets, 
embraced  leftist  revolutionary  heroes,  and 
exalted  mythic  images  of  indigenous  cul¬ 
ture.  By  the  ‘70s,  groups  such  as  El 
Chicano  and  Tierra  achieved  crossover 
success  and  helped  changed  Chicano  con¬ 
sciousness  and  mainstream  stereotypes. 

Meanwhile,  San  Francisco  had 
Carlos  Santana,  whose  potent  blend  of 
Afro -Cuban  rhythms,  soul  textures,  and 
rock  guitar  solos  expanded  the  frontiers  of 
Rock.  His  Woodstock  appearance  in  ’69 
made  him  an  instant  hero  and  his  ’70 
album,  “Abraxas,”  with  songs  such  as 
“Black  Magic  Woman,”  “Oye  Como  Va,” 
and  “Samba  Pa  Ti,”  remains  the  single 
most  important  Latin  Rock  album  ever 
made.  Our  beloved  and  besieged  Mission 
District  nurtured  the  young  Santana  and  in 
the  wake  of  his  success,  groups  such  as 
Malo,  Azteca,  and  Sapo  emerged,  brim¬ 
ming  with  confidence  and  energy. 


in  Lima,  Pern.  The  sound  quality  and  the 
material  are  great  and  the  music  remains 
vibrant. 

Chicano  super-group  Los  Super 
Seven,  whose  first  album  won  a  Grammy 
in  ’99  for  Best  Mexican-American 
Performance,  return  with  a  new  album 
entitled  “Canto.”  In  addition  to  David 
Hidalgo  and  Cesar  Rosas  of  Los  Lobos 
fame  this  recording  features  vocals  by 
Tejano  stars  Rick  Trevino  and  Ruben 
Ramos,  Peruvian  diva  Susana  Baca  and 
Brazilian  legend  Caetano  Veloso. 
Ultimately  another  testament  to  the  broad 
sweeping  power  of  Cuban  music,  many  of 
tunes  recorded  here  are  Cuban  standards 
such  as  “Siboney,”  “El  Que  Siembra  Su 
Maiz,”  and  “Me  Voy  Pa’l  Pueblo.” 

These  Latin-rooted  enthusiasts  deliver 
strong  performances  with  superb  vocals 
and  tasteful  guitar  over  a  solid  rhythm  sec¬ 
tion.  They  infuse  the  music  with  quirky 
textural  nuances  and  the  understated 
approach  of  musicians  who  have  nothing 
to  prove.  They  capture  the  sentiment  of 
these  songs  with  a  fresh  approach  that 
makes  some  of  the  recent  recordings  by 
Cuba’s  elderly  Buena  Vista  icons  sound 
dull  in  comparison. 

• 

Meanwhile,  in  Cuba,  singer  Carlos 
Manuel  has  a  big  hit  with  the  title  song 
from  his  new  CD,  “Malo  Cantidad”  (I’m 
Superbad).  Marty  of  his  songs  have  little 
that  one  would  recognize  as  Cuban;  dance- 

hall  Reggae,  Soca,  and  Latin  Soul  are 
mixed  with  the  funky  “timba”  pulse  of 
contemporary  Cuban  Salsa  His  voice  is 
reminiscent  of  Paulo  F.G.,  while  his  large 
band  has  a  typically  monstrous  rhythm 
section  and  a  big  brass  section.  Hyped  as 
the  most  “colorful”  band  in  Cuba,  one  can 
hear  the  legacy  of  Charanga  Habanera 
here,  although  he  is  being  marketed  more 
like  a  Carlos  Vives. 


Coming  to  the  Elbo  Room  (647  Valencia) 
Thursdays  in  April: 


All  of  the  above  mentioned  groups  are 
lovingly  compiled  with  detailed  notes, 
essays,  and  photos  on  a  double  CD  issued 
by  the  Soul  Jazz  label  from  England  enti¬ 
tled  GikaosLEflasii^ 

USA  1968-1976.  Also,  groups  from  New 
York  such  as  Chango,  Benitez,  and  Toro 
are  included  as  well  as  couple  funky  tunes 
from  a  group  called  Black  Sugar,  recorded 


April  5  -  AZABACHE  S6  Salsa! 

April  12  -  CANDELA  $6  Salsa! 

April  19  -  Fito  Reinoso  &  Ritmo  Y 
Armonia  $6  Cuban  Salsa 

April  26  -  Jesus  Diaz  y  Su  QBA  $6 
Cuban  Salsa 


Do  you  have  thoughts  about 
owning  your  own  home? 


Don’t  think  you’ll  ever  be  able  to  afford  it? 


If  you  answered  yes  to  either  of  these  questions,  the  San 
Francisco  Homeownership  Center  is  the  place  to  be!  The 
Center  serves  as  an  educational  service  for  low-moderate 
income  individuals  interested  in  homeownership  in  the  Bay 
Area. 

The  Center's  services  include;  educational  seminars, 
individual  sessions,  referrals  to  lenders  and  realtors, 
monthly  affordable  housingdisfings,  and  much  more! 
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If  you  request  a  credit  report  with  our  agency 

the  cp$t  is  $15. 

Call  lk>\  (41^,82-333^  ext.  5 
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Make,  ' move! 

Sign  up  for  an  orientation  today! 


Our  Bilingual  Services  Include: 

•  San  Francisco  Business  consultation  and  Loan  Packaging 

•  Commercial  Real  Estate  Consultation  &  Assistance 

•  Home  Childcare  Business  Assistance 


Mission  Economic  Development  Association  a 
www.medasf.org  415- 282-3334  A 

3505  20th  St  (@  Mission)  *  J 
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HURRY,  HURRY!  STEP  RIGHT  UP  TO  THE 


« 


THE  CITY’S  NEW  ENVIRONMENTAL 
TENT  EXHIBIT  WILL  BE  AT  THE 
FOLLOWING  LOCATIONS  IN 
APRIL  AND  MAY; 


April  21-22 

California  Academy  of  Sciences 


May  5 

Gnco  de  Mayo  -  Civic  Center  Plaza 

May  12 

San  Francisco  Zoo 


May  26-27 

ai  2001 -Gw Center  Plaza 


San  Francisco  Solid  Waste 

Manajenwnl  Program 
Cal  4 15-554-3400 
for  more  aformotion 


New  Mission  News 


28  APRIL  2001 


Still  the  Best  Framing 
in  San  Francisco! 


the  Largest  Selection  ot  Readymade  Frames 
in  San  Francisco! 


[sphere  artists  anA 
collectors  cross  paths 
faor  expert  ^ramivuft 
at  a  ftreat  price! 


934  VALENCIA  @  20th  ►  Frames@back2picture.com  ►  www.back2picture.com  ►  Tel:  826-2321 


'&;vr  Traditional  Mexicali  Food 

/  » 

is  the'  fb$st  iti  the  ^frea” 


CALIFORNIA  STATE  FAIR  WINNER  FOR  BEST  SALSA  1998,  1999  AND  2000 


1  7th  &  Valencia 

Open  daily  Warn  to  10pm 


3071  16th  Street 

Open  daily  Warn  to  12am 


